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JOHN  FORD, 

0 

LATE  SURGEON  AND  MAN-MIDWIFE  AT 
BRISTOL,  BUT  NOW  A PRACTITIONER 
IN  THAT  WAY  AT  LONDON. 

\ ■ • 

S it  is  a rule  with  me  to  affign  reafons 
■LX  for  what  I do,  I fhall  condefcend, 
even  to  tell  you , Sir,  why  I thus  addrefs 
this  third  Edition  of  Man-midwifery  to 
you.  It  is  not  becaufe  you  are  my  JintJler 
uncle , but  becaufe  I have  a few  queries  to 

A put 


put  to  yon,  which  you  ought  to  anfwer  to 
every  body  with  whom  you  are , or  may  be 
connected  ; — to  me  it  is  as  unneceffary,  as  it 
will  be  impoffible. 

* 

/ 

Firft,  Did  not  a noble  Lord,  as  much 
efteemed  for  his  humanity,  as  honoured  for 
his  bravery,  and  the  fervices  he  has  rendered 
this  country,  fhew  you  on  Sunday  morning, 

about  twelve  o’clock,  on  the  25th  of  0£to- 

§ 

her  lad,  a letter  he  had  juft  received  from 
me,  informing  his  Lordfhip,  that  your  niece 
had  fallen  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of 
the  ftairs ; that  I could  not  prevail  upon  her 
even  to  be  bled,  nor  to  let  me  call  in  a 
Surgeon  ; and  therefore  I intreated  his  Lord- 
fliip  to  fee  you,  when  you  vifited  his  daugh- 
ter-in-law (on  whom  I knew  you  attended 
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as  her  Man-midwife) ; and  to  defire  you 
inftantly  to  vifit  your  niece,  as  I feared  (and 
my  fears  proved  true)  fhe  had  broken  fome 
bones  by  the  fall  ? 

Secondly,  Did  not  his  Lordfhip  exprefs 
great  regard  for  your  niece  and  her  family; 
and  urge  you  inftantly  to  fee  her,  at  a 
diftance  too  not  twenty  yards  ? And  did  you 
not  exprefs,  as  far  as  words  could  go,  a fin- 
cere  and  affectionate  regard  for  your  niece’s 
welfare;  and  fay,  that  you  would  return 
to  London  (one  mile),  and  fend  your  ne- 

L 

phew,  a profefiional  man,  to  her;  then  get 
into  your  hack , turn  your  eyes  alkance  at  the 
fcene  of  affliction,  and  depart? 

A 2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  Was  that  declaration  meant  to 
prevent  any  other  perfon  being  called  ? Or  is 
it  not  neceffary,  when  fuch  dreadful  accidents 
Jiappen,  that  immediate  affiftance  (hould  be 
had  ? 

Fourthly,  Did  you  not,  by  declaring  that 
you  would  inftantly  fend  your  nephew,, 
enter  a caveat  againft  my  calling  in  any  other 
affiftance,  though  I am  now  confident  you 
did  not  then  mean  to  fend  any  body  ; becaufe 
it  was  twelve  o’clock  at  noon  when  you  left 
your  fair  patient  at  Kenfington-Gore,  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  it  was  twelve  o’clock 
the  next  day  before  your  nephew  came  ? It 
grieved  me  to  turn  from  my  door  a gentle- 
man, whofe  kind  expreffions  and  con- 
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cern  for  his  coufin  convinces  me  that  he 
poffefies  an  ingredient  in  his  composition  to 
which  you  feem  an  utter  ftranger.  He  left 
word,  Sir  (for  I could  not  fee  him),  that 
you  had  fent  him,  as  the  cafe  of  your  niece 
was  not  in  your  line  of  praflice ! ! ! 

Pray,  Sir,  what  is  your  line  of  practice  ? 
Is  it  confined  only  to  touching  your  female 
patients  in  London  ? Becaufe  I am  confident 
I very  lately  faw,  over  your  door  at  Briftol, 
in  gold  letters,  John  Ford,  Surgeon;  and 
furely,  Sir,  a Surgeon  is  a bone-fetter.  But 
whether  he  be,  or  be  not,  it  was  your  duty 
to  have  come  yourfelf;  to  have  imme- 
diately fent  your  nephew  ; or  to  have  declared 
you  would  do  neither  : and  I am  fure,  every 

A 3 humane 
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humane  perfon  who  reads  this  account,  will 
hold  you  with  that  fovereign  contempt  I do, 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  my  reafons  for  addrefling 
the  third  Edition  of  Man-midwifery  to  you  ; 
and  therefore  I leave  you  to  your  own  re- 
flexions, if  you  are  capable  of  reflecting,  to 
inform  my  Readers  who  brought  the  former 
Editions  into  the  world  ; for  there  are  Book* 
midwifes , as  well  as  Men-midwifes,  jwho 
touch  books  now  and  then,  which  they  had 
better  never  have  dipped  their  fingers  into. 

About  five-and-twenty  years  ago,  a young 
lady  of  youth,  good  fenfe,  and  a large  for- 
tune (30,000  obferved  to  me,  that 
nothing  could  induce  her  to  marry,  without 
having  good  reafon  to  believe  it  would  con- 
tribute 
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tribute  to  her  happinefs ; and  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  her  to  know,  whether  her  lovers 
admired  her  perfon,  or  her  fortune  moft.  Her 
perfonal  charms,  and  her  good  fenfe,  I af- 
ferted,  with  a few  hints  I could  pdve  her, 
for  {he  was  then  only  eighteen,  would  enfure 
her  happinefs ; and  at  the  lame  time  told 
her,  if  fhe  would  permit  me  to  write  her 
a letter  upon  the  fubjeft,  fhe  might  profit 
by  attending  to  it.  The  letter  was  accord- 
ingly written,  and  fo  much  approved, 
that  I printed  it  under  the  title  of  A Let- 
“ ter  to  a young  Lady  on  her  Marriage.” 
In  that  Letter  I gently  touched  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  Man- midwifery,  and  a fill  red  her, 
if  fhe  admitted  fuch  an  unneceffary  and 
fhameful  liberty  to  be  taken  with  her  per- 
fon,  file  would  have  a fall  in  her  hu (band’s 
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eyes,  if  he  poffeffed  either  fenfe,  fentiment, 
or  delicacy ; greater  than  even  the  fall  her 
firft  parent  met  with  in  Paradife.  Soon 
after  that  Letter  was  publifhed,  a Profeflbr 
of  the  art  ;To  they  call  a work  God  has  com- 
pletely done  to  their  hands),  an  Ipfwich 
Operator,  the  Pillar  of  a Religious  Sect, 
printed  a reply  to  the  46  Author  of  a Letter 
“ to  a young  Lady but  it  was  in  fuch 
fcurrilous  language,  that,  I believe,  Bechet 
and  De  Hondt , whofe  names  were  prefixed 
to  it,  would  not  let  it  difgrace  their  (hop- 
windows,  and  that  none  of  them  were  fold. 

However,  by  the  womb  of  time,  which 
produces  as  many  miracles  as  any  womb 
\ whatever , the  author  of  both  Letters,  not 
only  became  known,  but  known  to  each  other, 

being 
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being  near  neighbours  in  the  fame  county; 
and  then  I was  peftered  with  abufive  anony- 
mous letters  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
fuch  as,  66  Call  in  your  rajcally  book,  you 
“ jcoundrel,  or  you  will  be  done  for,  &c.  &c.” 
even  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  (hillings  a 
poll ; and  then  it  was,  that  I publifhed  the 
firfl  Edition  of  Man- midwifery  analyfed. 
Eut,  as  I have  obferved  above,  the  womb 
of  time  brings  {(range  things  to  light ; for 

notice  was  fent  me  foon  after  from  Ipfwich, 

* » 

that  my  objletric  friend,  and  Author  of  the 
Reply  was  run  away  ; and  that  one  of  his 
female  patients,  a reputable  Maltfter’s  wife 
of  the  town,  had  fworn  he  had  availed  him- 
felf  of  his  touching  qualifications,  and  had 
actually  raviflied  her.  I therefore  vifited  the 
injured  lady,  and  offered  her  my  fervices 


in 
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ill  fearching  for  the  fugitive,  and  bringing 
liim  to  juftice.  But,  I muft  confefs,  from 
the  relation  (he  gave  me  of  his  touching 
conduct  (though  there  was  no  reafon  to  think 
him  guiltlefs),  her  manner  of  relating  it  was 
fuch,  that  I could  not  think  (lie  was  perfectly 
blamelefs;  and  this  declaration  I made  openly 
in  the  Coffee-houfe  at  Ipfwich,  and,  as  it 
happened,  in  the  hearing  of  feveral  of  the 
fugitive’s  friends,  and  congregational  people , 
They  inftantly  informed  him  of  what  I had 
laid,  and  told  him,  if  he  could  make  his 
peace  with  me,  and  prevail  upon  me  to  give 
that  evidence  in  Court,  which  I had  given 
in  private,  he  might  furrender,  and  take  his 
trial. 


He 
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He  accordingly  wrote  me  a very  penitential 
letter;  allured  me  of  his  perfect  innocence; 
defired  me  to  confider  him  as  a man  driven 
from  his  family,  his  bufinefs,  and  his  bread  ; 
and  protefted,  that  when  he  publilhed  his 
Reply  to  my  Letter,  he  was  an  utter  Gran- 
ger to  the  Author  of  it.  I replied,  that  I 
conlidered  there  lay  a wide  difference,  be- 
tween being  juftly  offended  with  a man  for 
unmerited  abufe,  and  that  of  punifhing 
him  wTith  death  or  ruin  ; that  my  evidence 
could  not  injure  him , if  it  rendered  him  no 
fervice.  Whereupon  he  fur  rendered  at  the 
Affize-time,  at  St.  Edmund’s-Bury ; and, 
after  a hard  ftruggle  of  fix  hours,  though 
the  woman  fwore  pofitively  that  he 
had  ravifhed  her,  he  was  acquitted ; for 

many 
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many  of  his  female  patients  attended  to  de- 
clare, upon  oath,  that  he  had  often  laid 
them , without  lying  with  them • Such  is  the 
partiality  that  mod  women  have  for  their 
dear  touching  Doctors ! of  whom  they  are 
continually  boafling  of  their  (kill,  fafety, 
foft,  and  gentle  manners  ! I never  heard  a 
woman  fpeakof  her  Man-midwife,  but  with 
a kind  of  enthufiaftic  ardour ! The  operator, 
however,  found  it  convenient  to  fhift 
the  field  of  future  action , and  removed  to 
Briftol. 

• / 

And  now  I muft  inform  the  Reader,  that 
before  I publifhed  the  firft  Edition  of  this 
Book,  I (hewed  it  to  Dr.  Lawrence,  then 
President  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, a man  univerfally  refpeded,  not  only 

for 
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for  his  phyfical  (kill,  but  for  his  philanthropy, 
and  alked  him  whether  it  was  proper  to  be 
publifhed  ? His  reply  w^as,  “ I think  it  bids 
“ fair  to  put  a Jlop  to  a practice  big  with  in • 
<c  conceivable  mif chief  and fuch  as  ought  to  be 
“ taken  notice  of  by  the  l e gif l a live  powers  f 
and  gave  fuch  reafons  for  that  opinion,  as 
are  not  fafe  to  be  made  known,  left  it  fhonld 
thereby  make  known,  to  the  more  ignorant 
part  of  the  objletric  tribe  ; practices,  not  un- 
common  among,  the  more  cunning  and  crafty 
part  of  the  male  Practitioners. 

Mrs.  Kennon,  who  was  alone  called  in, 
when  a Crown  was  at  flake,  for  the  deli- 
vered her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of 
Wales  of  the  prefent  King,  fqueezed  a five 
hundred  pound  bank  note  into  Dr.  Frank: 

Niciiolls’s 
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N icholls’s  hand,  the  late  King’s  phyficiaOj 
for  writing  66  The  Petition  of  the  un- 
“ born  Babes  and  this  fhe  did  in  the  laft 
hour  of  her  life.  He  was  perfecuted,  as  I 
have  been,  by  the  Profeflbrs  of  Midwifery; 
but  he  defpifed  their  attacks  with  the  fame 
contempt  that  I have  done  ; for  it  is  the 
practice,  not  the  practitioners , I abhor.  It 
is  the  women,  who  fupport  each  other  in 
promoting  it,  whom  I defpife  ; for  they  well 
know,  that  nothing  elfe  but  a general  ufe  of 
men,  could  reconcile,  or  rather  compel,  their 
fimple  huibands,  to  fubmit  to  fo  fhameful,  fo 
dangerous,  and  fuch  an  unneceffarv,  cuftom. 

The  prefen t age,  no  one  can  deny,  has 
been  more  notorious,  than  any  preceding  one, 
for  the  infidelity  of  wives ; and  it  is  as  clear, 

that 
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that  matrimony  is  almoft  laughed  down,  and 
out  of  fafhion,  with  the  fenfible  part  of 
mankind  ; for  what  man  of  fenfe  will  marry 
any  woman  for  her  perfonal  charms,  when 
he  knows  that  a male  hair-dreffer  is  to  ftrad- 
dle  over  her  two  hours  every  morning,  and 
a Male- midwife  is  to  examine  her  nipples, 
and  touch  her  if  he  pleafes,  for  another  hour  ? 
and  that  too,  not  in  the  hour  of  labour,  but 
at  the  end  of  three  or  four  months  after 
marriage,  according  to  Smellie’s  inftruclions. 
Nay,  Husband?,  start  not  ! I do  aver, 
that  this  is  a conftant  practice,  where  the 

9 

object  is  deemed  worthy  of  fuch  kind  attention^ 
as  you  will  fee  by  the  ext  rads  in  the  follow- 
ing Iheets,  taken  from  the  Father  of  Man- 
midwifery,  Dr.  Smellie.  Let  not,  there- 
fore, the  plate  annexed  be  deemed  indecent ; 


it 
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it  cannot  merit  that  appellation,  if  it  faves 
one  woman  of  virtue,  from  being  either 
foothed  by  the  tender  carejfes  of  her  Mid- 
wife, or  frightened,  as  they  often  are,  to 
fubmit  to  fo  fhameful  a proftitution  of  her 
perfon.  One  of  the  queftions  thefe  Demi- 
doflors  frequently  put  to  their  patients,  is, 
whether  they  enjoy  their  hufbands  ? And, 
whenever  they  find  a timid,  modefl  woman, 
who  is  not  of  eafy  touch  to  deal  with, 
they  plead  their  profession,  secrecy,  ho- 
nour; and  even  the  very  life  of  their  pa- 
tients, they  fay,  is  under  their  proteftion 
and  at  flake.  No  wonder,  then,  that  the 
bulk  of  young  women  are  at  length,  brought 
to  confider  their  Midwife,  as  privileged  a 
perfon,  as  a Nun  does  her  Father-confeffor ; 
or,  that  all  women,  who  employ  male  Mid- 
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wives,  are  fo  adtive  in  ftriving  to  break-m 
novices ; for  nothing  could  fupport  them  in 
fuch  (hameful  conduft,  but  the  general  prac- 
tice of  it,  as  it  is  at  this  day.  I know 
feveral  gentlemen  of  fortune,  who  declare 
that  nothing  can  induce  them  to  marry, 
while  they  are  to  be  deemed  brutes , if  they 
do  not  fubmit  to  the  fliameful  practices  the 
following  fheets  will  difclofe,  though  not 
half  what  I could  lay  open,  if  I did  not 
think  enough  has  been  faid  to  determine 
every  man  of  lenfe,  before  he  marries,  to 
enter  a caveat  in  the  marriage-fettlement  to 
barr  Men-midwives ; for  will  any  English- 
women venture  to  cenfure  this  book,  when 
they  have  had  the  example  of  the  late  Prin- 
cefs  of  Wales,  the  prefent  Queen,  and  the 
Duchefs  of  Brunfwick,  who  conftantly  fent 
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to  England  for  Mrs.  Madcrcks,  now  Mrs, 
Ward,  to  attend  her  in  all  her  labours.  I 
know  that  this  book  will  raife  me  a more 
powerful  band  of  enemies,  than  even  the 
whole  battalion  of  Midwifery.  1 know  that 
the  bulk  of  women  will  con  fide r me  their 
enemy  alfo ; but  the  truth  is,  thofe,  who 
have  fenfe  enough  to  underfta'nd  my  real 
intentions,  will  find  me  their  friend  in  a 
rftatter  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  their 
h&ppinefs,  and  the  chief  comfort  of  their 
life* 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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I LATELY  publifhed,  at  the  requeft  of 
fome  prudent,  feniible  married  women, 
“ A Letter,  addreffed  to  a young  Lady  on  her 
“ Marriage,”  relative  to  the  indecent  and  de- 
ilruclive  pradlices  of  Men-midwives ; and  I 
have  the  fatisfadtion  to  hear  the  defign  of 
that  Letter  is  generally  approved,  by  men 
of  fen  ft,  and  women  of  fenfe  and  modefty. 

The  matter  is  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  both ; and  I flatter  myftlf  there  are  few 
women,  into  whofe  hands  this  Letter  may 
fall,  who  will  not  ferioufly  weigh  the  argu- 
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meats  therein,  on  a fubjedt  fo  interefting  to 
their  perfonal  fafety,  and  fo  effential  to  their 
health  and  happinefs  throughout  life. 

But  finding  myfelf  under  many  reftraints 
in  point  of  decency,  in  an  add  refs  to  a young 
lady  upon  fuch  a fubjedt,  and  well  knowing 
how  neceffary  it  is,  that  men,  as  well  as 
women,  fhould  unite  in  difcountenancing 
this  indecent  and  unneceflary  pradtice ; I 
now  addrefs  myfelf  to  all  mankind.  It  is 
not  to  indulge  my  fancy  in  impure  thoughts, 
or  indecent  expreffions ; but  to  put  a flop  to 
impure  acts,  immodeft  adtions,  and  the  in- 
delicate, unchafte,  and  unneceflary  trans- 
actions of  Men-midwives : fuch  as  they 
avowedly  and  publicly  profefs,  and  fuch  as  ^ 
every  man  of  lenfe,  decency,  Sentiment, 

and 
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and  fpirit,  muft  difapprove,  or  be  totally 
indifferent  as  to  his  wife’s  condudl,  or  his 
own  honour. 

My  aim  is,  to  reftore  to  the  amiable  part 
of  my  fair  country-women,  the  acquaintance 
of  a very  old  lady,  their  beft  friend,  and 
who  was  their  conftant  attendant  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,  down  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  century ; 1 mean 
that  fcarce  ever  erring  old  lady 

Goody  Nature, 
a lady  who  pradtifed  Midwifery  from  the 
beginning  of  time,  in  every  corner  of  the 
earth,  with  perfedl  fuccefs,  till  {he  was 
{lifted  to  death  between  two  feather-beds  at 
Pans,  by  Mefl.  La  Motte  and  Mauriceau\ 
and  then  thofe  impoftors,  in  that  fantaftical 
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and  indelicate  kingdom,  endeavoured  to  in- 
trude themfelves  upon  the  publick  as  her 
legitimate  fons,  and  almoft  perfuaded  the 
world  to  believe,  that  God’s  works  were 
imperfeCt,  and  that  Art  could  furpafs 
Nature. 

The  vivacity,  and  the  love  of  novelty, 
peculiar  to  that  fantaftic  nation,  and  the 
great  liberties  the  two  fexes  are  accuftomed 
to  take  with  each  other,  promoted  the  de- 
figns  of  thefe  men,  and  prevented  a de- 
tection, till  they  became  fo  numerous,  and 
had  eftablifhed  fo  much  intereft  (owing,  I 
prefume,  to  their  fex),  that  the  old  lady , 
their  pretended  mother,  has  in  that  king- 
dom long  fince  been  forgotten.  That  fuch  a 
praftice  (hould  begin  in  France,  be  encou- 
raged 
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raged  by  the  ladies,  and  permitted  by  the 
men,  does  not  much  furprize  me ; becaufe 
modefly  in  that  country,  is  rather  an  nil- 
fafhionable  part  of  good  breeding,  and  high 
life  : but  that  Englifhmen,  tenacious  of  their 
own  and  their  wives  honour,  fhould  tamely 
fubmit  to  a pra&ice  fo  unneceffary,  and  fo 
big  with  mifchief,  amazes  me  beyond  con- 
ception : and  I can  account  for  it  only,  be- 
caufe a few  women  of  fafhion,  as  they  are 
called,  have  countenanced  it,  and  their  pu- 
fillanimous  hufbands,  have  been  afraid  to  for- 
bid it.  The  middling  clafs  of  people  muft 
be  in  fafhion,  and  ape  the  quality,  decency 
be  kicked  down  flairs,  and  modefly  put  out 
of  countenance,  becaufe  my  Lady  Mary 
Modifh,  hates  an  old  fumbling  woman  about 
her  perlon. 

B 4 
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Some  of  the  periodical  Reviewers  were 
pleafed  to  obferve,  that  the  Author  of  the 
Addrefs  to  a young  Lady  on  her  Marriage 
was  (though  a pretender  to  decency)  the 
moft  indecent  creature  himfelf  that  ever  took 
a pen  in  hand.  Whether  this  refentment 
arofe  from  the  Jling  in  the  tail  of  the  Letter, 
levelled  at  thofe  Book-midwives ; or  from 
their  being  chiefly  compofed  of  Surgeons 
and  Men-midwives,  who  murder  books  for 
want  of  infant  praffice  ; I muft  fubmit  to  the 
Reader’s  judgment ; but  they  ought  to  have 
owned,  that  every  indelicate  expreffion  in 
that  epiftle,  is  extracted,  almoft  verbatim , 
from  their  friend  Dr.  Smellie’s  Treatife  on 
Midwifery ; jl  book  written  in  Englifh,  the 

matter 
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matter  by  Smellie,>  and  the  language  j aid  to 
be  that  of  Dr.  Smoliet. 

That  Men-midwives  may  think  foolifnly, 
and  aCt  wantonly,  is  no  more  than  1 can 
eafily  conceive ; but  that  a Man-midwife 
fhould  write,  and  publifh  a ferious  book,  and 
give  therein,  ferious  directions  relative  to  the 
pra&ice  of  Midwifery,  fo  contrary  to  rea- 
fon,  fo  void  of  judgment,  and  fo  alarming 
to  modefty,  is  to  me  aftonifhing  indeed  : as 
it  will  be  to  the  Reader,  when  he  finds, 
that  the  following  extracts  are  taken  from 
Smellie's  Midwifery : “ 'The  Jigns  of  preg - 
44  nancy  f fays  he,  46  arc  to  be  dijlinguijhed 
44 from  thofe  belonging  to  objlruftiom,  by  the 
44  touch  in  the  Vagina , and  fometimes  into  the 
“ Rectum  and  this  is  to  be  done  when 

the 
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the  lady  is  doubtful  whether  (he  is,  or  is  not, 
breeding  ! This  is  coming  to  the  point  at 
once.  The  Doftor  then  proceeds  to  inform 
his  pupils,  cc  That  the  Clitoris , with  its  Pre- 
“ putium , is  found  between  the  Labia  on  the 
44  middle  and  fore^part  of  the  Pubis,  and 
44  from  the  lower  part  of  the  Clitoris , the 
46  Nymphre  rifing,  fpreads  outwards,  and 
44  downwards  to  the  Os  Externum , forming 
44  a kind  of  f ulcus,  or  furrow,  called  the 
**  f°(fa  magna , or  Navicularis , for  the  di- 
44  reft: ion  of  the  Penis  in  coition,  or  of  the 
finger  in  touching,  into  the  VagmaP 

After  having,  in  this  (hameful  manner, 
informed  us,  that  God  has  made  woman  for 
the  purpofe  of  a touching  Doftor,  lie  modeftly 

tells 
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tells  his  Pupils,  how  the  touch  Is  to  be  per- 
formed ; and  thus,  husbands,  it  is  : 

44  'Touching fays  the  Doftor,  44  is  per * 
44 formed  by  introducing  the  forefinger,  lubri - 
44  catcd  with  pomatum , into  the  Vagina , 

44  order  to  feel  the  Os  Internum , 

4e  the  Uterus , and  fometimes  into  the  Reffium, 
44  to  difcover  the  fir  etching  of  the  Fundus.  By 
44  fame  we  are  advifid  to  touch  with  the  mid - 
44  die  finger. J as  being  the  longefl ; and  by  others 
44  to  employ  both  that  and  the  firfi ; the 
44  middle  is  too  much  encumbered  by  that  on 
4‘  fide,  to  anfwer  the  purp  fie  fully  ; and 
44  wAf/z  /TU0  are  introduced  together , the  pa - 
44  /;V«/  /zfUtfr  fails  to  complain.  The  defign  of 
44  touching  is  to  be  informed  whether  the  woman 
44  fr,  or  /j  W/7/&  child ; to  know  how  far 

44  floe 
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Jhe  is  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  ; if  foe  is 
u in  danger  of  a m f carriage ; if  the  Os 
“ Uteri  be  dilated ; and , in  time  of  labour , to 
44 form  a right  judgment  of  the  cafe , j'rom  the 
44  opening  of  the  Os  Internum,  and  the  pref- 
^ f ng  down  of  the  membranes  with  their  <wa- 
“ ters ; and.,  lafly , to  df  ingulf o what  part  of 
w the  child  is  prefented . 

44  It  is  generally  impracticable  to  di [cover , by 
44  # touch  in  the  Vagina,  whether  or  not  the 
44  Uterus  /j  impregnated , till  after  the  fourth 
“ month : then  the  bef  time  is  in  the  morning, 
44  when  the  woman  is  fafiing , the  con - 

44  /t7z/j  of  the  bladder  and  Reftum  Zw'U?  been 
44  dife barged^  and Jhe  ought,  if  neceffary,  to 
44  fubmit  to  the  enquiry  in  a Handing  pofture ; 
“ becaufe , /«  that  cafe , Uterus 

“ down 
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««  down  in  the  Vagina , and  the  weight  is  mart 
“ fenfi ble  to  the  touch  than  when  Jhe  lies 
“ reclined V 

Will  any  Man-midwife,  Hufband,  Wife, 
or  Widow,  after  reading  the  above  extra£l 
from  Dr.  Smellie’s  Midwifery,  printed  and 
publifhed  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  dare  to  charge 
me  with  indecency  ? Surely  they  will  not ; 
and  therefore  I muft  obferve,  that  as  wo- 
mens’ paffions,  unlike  mens’,  lie  dormant 
till  ftirred  by  the  dalliance  of  a man,  may  not 
the  defign  of  touching  be  to  obferve  alfo, 
whether  any  emotions  arife  in  the  touched 
lady’s  bread:,  that  the  Doctor  may  take  ad- 
vantage of?  A man  permitted  to  take  fuch  a 
fhameful  liberty,  cannot  anfwer  for  his  own 
conduct;  and  the  fimple  woman  who  fub- 
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mits  to  it,  as  neceflary,  knows  not  the  con- 
fequences  which  may  a rife,  from  fuch  a wan- 
ton and  u n neceflary  infpedlion  ; but  if  the 
Man-midwife  be  wickedly  difpofed,  and  does 
as  many  have  done,  he  may  not  only  touch 
her  with  his  lubricated  pomatum  fingers , as 
Smellie  diredbs,  but  he  may  add  a fmall 
quantity  of  cantharides  to  the  compofi- 
tion,  and  create  in  the  woman  a temporary 
Furor . 

Let  me  fuppofe  myfelf,  for  in  fiance,,  a 
Man-midwife,  lent  for  by  a lady  of  youth 
and  beauty.  The  lady  has  not  been  many 
months  married ; is  doubtful  whether  {he 
be,  or  be  not,  with  child ; defirous,  per- 
haps, of  being  informed ; but  quite  a ftran- 
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ger  to  the  manner  by  which  fhe  is  to  obtain 
the  information. 

Upon  my  arrival,  if  her  hufbaod  happens 
to  be  prefent,  he  muft  retire  ; for  the  Doctor 
knows  too  well  the  pain  that  he  muft  feel  on 
hearing  even  the  fojl  quejlions ♦ Therefore 
nothing  but  an  affedled,  ftift  air,  a grave 
face,  peeping  out  of  a profound  wig,  and  my 
hand  kept  warm  in  my  muff,  muft  tranfpire, 
till  the  hujband  has  quitted  the  room  ; and, 
from  that  inftant,  the  dreffing- room  becomes 
facred  to  me,  and  my  patient.  I then  pro- 
ceed to  afk  fuch  queftions,  with  an  air  of 
gravity  and  importance,  that  muft  confound 
a woman  of  modefty  beyond  imagination. 
Upon  perceiving  her  embarraffment,  I get  up, 
take  her  by  the  hand,  and  tell  her  how  very 

unlike 
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unlike  her  conduct  is  to  my  Lady  Betty  Bla- 
zens,  whom  I have  juft  left ; that  her  Lady- 
fhip  thought  file  was  with  child,  but  that  I 
could  perceive  no  circle  round  her  nipples*  \ 
nor  by  the  touch , had  I any  reafon  to  believe 
file  was  breeding.  This  reconciles  my  new 
patient ; file  hears,  and  wonders  at  Lady 
Betty’s  conduct ; but,  believing  it  no  more 
than  is  common,  and  that  the  Doctor  has  a 
licence  to  take,  and  file  to  grant,  fuch  liber- 
ties, (he  at  length  acquiefces.  1 then  pro- 
ceed to  examine  her  breajfs , nipples,  &c.  by 
which  I am  foon  able  to  difeover  what  fur- 

* Page  187.  — Smellie  obferves,  that  obftruftions  and 
pregnancy  are  both  accompanied  by  a firetching  fulnefs  of 
of  the  breads  ; but  on  the  loft  only  may  be  perceived  the 
Areola , or  brown  ring,  round  the  nipples;  but  this 
circle  is  not  always  fo  difcoverable  as  in  the  fir  ft  preg- 
nancy. 


ther 


E 15  3 

. 1 

ther  liberties  I may  proceed  to,  under  the 
fan  £t  ion  of  my  great  wig  and  my  grave  face  ; 
and,  if  once  admitted  to  the  touch , all  diffi- 
culties for  five  or  fix  months  are  removed  ; 
my  patient  and  I underftand  one  another ; 
fecrecy  is  the  word  ; my  character  and  her 
folly  fecure  it. 


If  Men-midwives,  under  fuch  circum~ 
fiances,  fiand  unmoved,  they  are  a part  of 
the  human  fpecies  I am  a ftranger  to  ! Sup- 
pofe  then  (for  it  is  no  more  than  natural  to 
fuppofe  it)  that  I fhould,  after  the  touch 
offer  fome  further  liberty  (a  more  indelicate 
liberty  I cannot  offer)  ; fuppofe  then,  I fay. 


* Page  188. — In  the  fifth  or  fixth  month  of  Uterine 
geftation,  by  the  touch  into  the  Vugina,  we  perceive  the 
neck  of  the  womb  confiderably  fhortened  ! 


mv 
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my  patient  fhould  fly  out,  and  afk  me,  what 
I mean  by  fuch  info  lent  and  unwarrantable 
con d u6t  ? and  go  towards  the  bell.,  in  order 
to  call  her  hufband  or  fervants ; what  muft 
be  done  ? Why,  ftep  in  between  her  and  the 
bell,  drop  upon  my  knees,  and  implore  her 
pardon  ; telling  her  that  my  profeffion  does 
not  Emafculate  me;  that  my  own,  and  my 
family’s  bread,  depend  upon  my  chara&er 
and  conduct  in  my  profeffion ; that  1 never 
was  fo  unfortunately  overcome  upon  any  for- 
mer occafion  ; that  what  had  happened,  was 
more  my  misfortune,  than  my  fault;  and 
that  I muft  have  been  more  or  lefs  than  man, 
to  have  ftood  unmoved,  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
with  fo  fine  a woman.  Here  is  a full  and 
certain  pardon  obtained ; for  a fenfible  wo- 

o 
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man  would  be  too  wife  to  tell  her  hufband, 
and  a foolifti  woman  too  vain. 

However  high  the  above  fcenery  may  be 
coloured,  it  is  no  more  than  is  exhibited 
every  day,  not  only  in  the  capital  of  this 
kingdom,  but  in  every  country  town ; for 
whichever  way  I go,  far  or  near,  every  vil- 
lage is  ornamented  with  a red  door,  and  a 
bright  knocker,  and  over  it  you  are  informed, 
in  gold  letters,  that  the  houfe  is  the  property 
of  J.  BLOWBLADDER,  Surgeon,  Apo- 
thecary, and  Man-midwife.  Nay,  often 
two  names,  as  partners  in  this  myjlerious 
bujinefs , ornament  the  board. 

I know  not  which  to  defpife  mod ; the 

i 

hufbands,  who  give  up  their  wives  to  be  fo 
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wantonly  and  fo  unneceffarily  handled  and 
touched  by  Men-midwives ; or  the  wives, 
who  are  fo  void  of  a proper  fenfe  of  their 
hufband’s  dignity,  and  their  own  modefty, 
to  employ  Men-midwives  upon  any  occa- 
fion : nay,  I fay,  upon  every  occafion  ; for 
when  once  the  Male-widwife  has  got  admif- 
fion  into  a houfe,  he  becomes  Phyfician-ge- 
lieral  to  the  whole  family.  If  the  hufband 
be  ill,  the  wife  will  not  be  eafy,  unlefs  her 
DoElor  be  called  in,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  Phyficians  regularly  bred  ; to  the  abufe  of 
Medicine  ; and  often  to  the  difcredit  of  the 
greatefl:  bleffmg  to  mankind,  when  trufted  in 
lkilful  hands. 

The  dangerous  confequences  of  iron  in- 
ftruments,  conftantly  ufed  by  Men-mid- 


wives, 
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wives,  and  which  often  deftroy  the.  life  of 
the  child,  or  mother,  or  both  ; and  the  cer- 
tainty of  rendering  the  woman’s  perfon  dif- 
agreeable,  if  not  difguftful,  to  her  hufband, 
ought  to  have  great  weight  with  women,  pro- 
vided the  matter  of  delicacy,  decency,  and  mo- 
defty,  were  out  of  the  queftion  ; and  yet  it  is  , 
no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  a Male- midwife- 
practitioner,  call  the  greateft  calamity  and 
misfortune  that  can  befal  a woman,  by  the 
ludicrous  epithet  of  laying  pit  and  boxes  toge- 
ther 


% Read  Smellie,  and  you  will  find  this  no  uncommon 
misfortune,  where  men-praftitioners  are  employed,  and 
where  Nature  would  have  effected  that  which  force  could 
not,  as  he  candidly  acknowledges. 


Men 
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Men  were  born,  and  women  were  deli- 

* 

vered  by  the  proper  attendance  of  women 
only,  for  thoufands  of  generations,  without 
any  bad  confequences,  either  to  the  mother 
or  the  child.  Nature,  left  to  herfelf,  fcarce 
ever  errs;  if  (he  does,  it  generally  happens 
that  (he  over-does,  but  feldom  under-does 
her  part.  To  wait  the  courfe  of  nature,  re- 
ceive her  hints,  and  gently  affift  her  efforts, 
is  the  part  of  a fkilful  Midwife  : he,  or  (lie, 
who  does  more,  is  ignorant  of  the  little  they 
have  to  do.  This  bufmefs  ought  always 
to  be  done  by  the  afii (lance  of  women  only  ; 
and  a thoufand  arguments  might  be  produced 
to  confirm  it. 

v"'' 

' i' 

I am 
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I am  not  unaware  that  it  will  be  faid,  that 
difficult  labours  require  not  only  the  ikill, 
but  the  ftrength  of  a man ; and  that  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  deliver  fome  women 
without  inftruments.  It  may  be  fo ; but  I 
will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  it  only  happens  to 
fuch  women  who  have  been  injured  by  hafty 
or  forced  labours,  with  a former  child,  or  by 
iron  inftruments.  It  never  happens  to  a 
woman  with  her  firft  child  ; nor  does  it  ever 
happen  to  the  poor  with  any  child,  if  they 
have  not  been  injured  by  former  labours ; 
for  then  the  old  Lady  mentioned  above,  is 
their  faithful  and  unerring  Midwife. 

I frequently  fee  accounts  of  the  death  of 
women  in  child  bed,  that  are  women  of 

C 4 fa (h ion  : 
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/fafhion  : I never  hear  of  fuch  events  in  the 
country,  among  my  unfajhionable  neighbours 
by  this  dijlemper , fo  Smellie  calls  it.  When 
does  a mare,  a cow,  a hare,  a rabbit,  or  any 
part  of  the  brute  creation  die,  in  bringing 
forth  their  young  ? Never  ! And  has  Provi- 
dence been  fo  careful  in  the  prefervation  of 
brutes,  and  left  the  nobleft  part  of  her  pro- 
duction in  danger  ? Certainly  not.  Why 
then  fliould  women  think  it  neceflary  to  ex- 
pofe  their  perfons,  and  their  infirmities,  and 
to  be  twilled  and  turned  about,  in  whatever 
pollute  or  attitude  the  Man- midwife  is 
pleafed  to  direct  *,  either  in  bed  oj*  Up,  and 

to 

* Page  183,  Smellie  fays,  “ About  the  fifth  or  fixth 
<£  month,  the  upper  part  of  the  Uterus  is  fo  much  itretched, 
“ as  to  rife  three  or  four  inches  above  the  Os  Pubis,  fo 
ii  that,  by  prefling  the  hand  on  the  belly,  efpecially  of 

“ lean 
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to  keep  her  hufband  all  that  time  in  more 
pain  of  mind  than  that  which  (lie  fuffers  in 
body,  for  no  other  end  but  the  vanity  of 
having  a Dodlor,  as  they  call  it  ; but  what 

I call  an  outrage  to  fenfe,  dignity,  love, 
and  virtue. 

That  fome  of  thefe  touching  gentry  have 
been  profecuted,  and  feverely  punifhed,  for 
their  luftful  conduct  in  touching  their  pa- 
tients, is  notorious.  That  hundreds  of  them 
daily  get  off,  and  that  many  fueceed  undifco- 
vered,  cannot  be  doubted  : nay,  it  can  fcarce 
be  doubted,  but  they  all  are  liable  to  fall  into 

II  Icon  women,  it  is  frequently  perceived  ! and  if,  at  the 
“ fame  time,  the  Index  of  the  other  hand  he.  introduced  in 
44  the  gagir.a,  the  neck  will  feem  {hortened.” 
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the  fituation  I juft  nowfuppofed  myfelf,  and 
pointed  the  way  to  get  out. 

I could  mention  feveral  profecutions  of 
Men-midwives  upon  record*;  but  the  fol- 
lowing will  be  fufficient ; though  a man 
who  is  robbed  of  his  wife’s  fidelity,  does 
not  mifs  it  till  it  is  too  late  to  advertife  the 
thief. 

A merchant  of  this  kingdom,  who  had  a 
very  young  and  beautiful  wife,  was  attended 
by  an  eminent  Man-midwife,  to  cure  him  of 
a diforder  he  had  got  by  going  aftray,  and 
amufing  himfelf  in  the  environs  of  Covent- 
Garden,  while  his  wife  imagined  he  was  gone 

* The  records  of  every  Court  in  this  kingdom  will  con- 
firm this  aflertion. 
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into  the  country.  The  merchant  therefore 
deli  red  the  Doctor  to  vifit  his  wife,  whom  he 
fufpedbed  to  be  with  child  ; and,  to  fave  ap^ 
pearances,  perfuade  her  that,  bv  a complaint 
he  found  ( jrom  touching , I prcjume}  the  la- 
boured  under,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
lie  apart  from  her  huiband.  The  dodtor  un- 
dertook the  commiiiion ; when,  inftead  of 
faving  the  hulband’s  credit,  and  faithfully 
keeping  his  fecret,  he  informed  the  wife  of 
the  real  cale,  and  made  fuch  inflammatory 
obfervations,  on  the  incontinence  of  her  huf- 
band,  and  the  beauty  of  the  wife,  that, 
with  the  advantage  of  opportunity,  her  huf- 
band’s  falfenefs,  touches  of  canih  strides , &c. 
he  debauched  her.  But  thofe  Simulating 
medicines  had  fuch  an  effect,  that  fire  died 
in  confequence  thereof;  and,  by  way  of 
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atonement  to  her  injured  hufband,  declared 
the  whole  truth  in  her  laft  hours 


Dr.  Smellie,  in  the  Introduction  to  his 
Treatife  on  Midwifery,  fays  : “ It  is  natu - 
46  ral  to  frppofe,  that , while  the  fimplicity  of 
44  the  early  ages  remained , women  would  have 
44  recourje  to  none  but  per  pons  of  their  own  fex 
cc  in  difeales  peculiar  to  it ! Accordingly,”  fays 
he,  44  we  find,  that  in  Egypt  Midwifery  was 
44  pr a 51  fed  by  women. — What  a pity  it  was, 
that  the  ufe  of  hooks,  crotchets,  pincers, 
boring  fciflars,  tapes  and  filleting,  were  not 
known  to  the  poor  Egyptians  ! That  the 
Egyptians,  who  knew  how  to  preferve  dead 
bodies  three  thoufand  years,  fo  as  to  re- 
tain their  living  form,  ihould  have  been 


This  is  a well-known 
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io  (hort  of  invention,  as  never  to  have  found 
out  the  method  of  fcooping  a child’s  brains 
out,  and  thereby  preferving  the  lives  of  the 
poor  Egyptian  infants ! I fuppofe  all  the 
Egyptian  mummies  brought  over  here,  be- 
fide  thofe  which  are  in  the  Mufeum,  to  be 
the  bodies  of  poor  Egyptian  ladies,  who  died 
in  child-bed;  and  that  the  hieroglyphics  on 
their  Jicamore  coffins,  could  they  be  decyr- 
phered,  would  appear  to  be  the  lamentations 
of  their  furviving  hufbands,  that  no  art 
could  be  aifeovered  whereby  Nature  might 
be  corrected,  and  made  more  perfect. 

Little  did  the  poor  Egyptian  ladies  think, 
that  it  would  be  three  thou  fan  d years  before 
Dr.  Smellie  would  be  born,  and  the  art  of 
touching , and  laving  women’s  lives  in  this 

dangerous 
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dangerous  diftemper  *,  be  brought  to  per* 
fedtion. 


But,  to  comfort  my  fair  country-women, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  thefe  were 
ladies.  Indeed  the  Doctor  obferves,  that  a 
law  was  made  at  Athens,  prohibiting  wo- 

y . r . 

men  and  (laves  from  pradtifing  phyfic ; 
16  but”  fays  he,  “ the  miftaken  modejiy  of 
“ the  fex  rendered  it  afterwards  abfolutely  ne - 
“ ceffary  to  allow  free  women  the  privilege  of 
“faring  this  art  with  the  men” 


t 


It  is  pleafant  to  obferve,  the  artful  and 
fallacious  manner,  in  which  Smellie  touches 
upon  the  prohibition  of  women  pradtitioners 
at  Athens.  But  I muft  fet  before  my  fair 


* As  Dr.  Smellie  calls  it. 


country- 
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country-women  the  noble  example  of  the 
Athenian  matrons  upon  that  occafion. 

The  law  laid  them  under  the  neceffity  of 
employing  men,  or  trufting  wholly  to  the 
efforts  of  Nature.  They  did  fo,  rather  than 
fubrnit  to  a practice  fo  repugnant  to  decency  ; 
and  upon  fome  particular  occafion,  this  mif- 
iaken  modejly  cf  the fex  proved  fatal;  which 
being  obferved  by  a woman,  named  Agno - 
dice , the  dreflfed  herfelf  in  man’s  apparel, 
and  entered  herfelf  a ftudent  under  a certain 
profeflor,  named  Hierophilus ; and,  after 
having  obtained  a knowledge  in  the  art , if 
an  art  it  is , to  out-do  Nature,  fhe  revealed 
herfelf  to  her  own  fex,  who  agreed,  one 
and  all,  to  employ  her  only. 


Here- 
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Hereupon  the  men-pradlitioners,  enraged, 
indidted  her  before  the  Court  of  Areopagus , 
as  one  who  corrupted  men  s ' wives.  To 
obviate  this  falfe  accufation,  (he  difcovered 
her  fex : upon  which  they  profecuted  her 
with  greater  eageniefs , as  violating  tire  laws  ; 
when,  to  prevent  her  ruin,  the  principal 
matrons  of  the  city  came  into  Court,  and, 
addrefling  themfelves  to  the  Judges,  told 
them:  64  that  they  were  not  hus- 

“ BANDS  BUT  ENEMIES,  WHO  WERE  GOING 
“ TO  CONDEMN  THE  PERSON  TO  WHOM 

44  THEY  OWED  THEIR  LIVES.” Alld  it  Was 

upon  this  modefl:  andfpirited  remonftrance  of 
the  Athenian  ladies,  that  Agnodice  was  ac- 
quitted, and  that  law  againft  women-prac- 
titioners  repealed. 


And 
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And  (hall  the  ladies  of  this  happy  ifle,  and 
in  this  enlightened  and  refined  age,  be  lefs 
delicate  than  the  Athenian  matrons  ? For- 
bid it,  Decency ; forbid  it,  Love. 

Najh7  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequences 
of  fudden  quarrels  at  Bath,  a place  where 
gaming  more  particularly  is  praftifed,  ena£l~ 
ed  a law , That  no  man  (hould  wear  a fword 
at  Bath,  but  he  who  was  not  entitled  to 
wear  one  any  where  elfe  : and  that  law  is 
ftridtly  obferved  there,  to  this  day.  And  if  a 
law  were  ena&ed,  allowing  thofe  women 
only  the  affiftance  of  Men-midwives,  who 
acknowledge  themfelves  unworthy  of,  or 
indifferent  as  to,  the  affe&ion  of  their  huf- 
bands,  I think,  it  would  prevent  the  cuftom 

D of 
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of  many  thoufand  Iron  injlruments  being  worn 
and  u ed , that  are  much  more  fatal  to  the 
human  fpecies,  than  fvvords  or  piftols. 


Indeed,  we  have  many  women  ftill 
amongft  us,  who  will  not  Puffer  a Man^ 
midwife  to  attend  them,  under  any  circum- 
ftances  whatever : nay,  I could,  without 

quitting  this  ifiand,  produce  a King,  a Queen, 
and  eight  or  ten  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
who  all  came  into  the  world  (God  be 
thanked  !)  juft  as  the  poor  Egyptians  did*  ; 

* How  often  do  we  fee  accounts  of  unfortunate  young 
women,  being  delivered  quite  alone , whom  ftiame  and  mo- 
defty  tempt  to  commit  a crime  againft  nature  ! But  who 
ever  heard  of  any  of  thefc  unfortunate  perfons  being 
found  dead  for  want  of  a Midwife l Goody  Nature 
always  ftcps  in  upon  fuch  occaiions,  and  does  more  than  her 
patient  would  willi. 

but, 


9 
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but,  I fuppofe,  it  arofe  from  the  mifaken  mo- 
defry  of  the  fex ; or  Dr.  Blowbladder,  or 
fome  of  his  brethren,  had  certainly  been 
called  in. 

» » \ '• 

Much  more  might  be  faid,  to  convince 

every  man  of  fenfe,  and  every  woman  of 
modefiy,  how  very  indecent,  and  how  very 
unneceffary,  the  bufinefs  of  a Man-midwife 
mud  be  carried  on.  But  if  he  be  wantonly 
difpofed,  he  may  turn  his  patient  in  what- 
ever attitude  for  fight,  or  touch , he  pleafes  ; 
nay,  66  he  may  fo  place  her , with  her  breech 
iC  towards  him , on  the  fide  of  her  bed , with  a 
66  feet  thrown  over  b'othf  f as  Smellie  particu- 
larly directs ),  fo  as  to  gratify,  unknown  to  the 
vjoman , any  paflion  he  pleafes.  I know  it 
may  be  objedled,  and  faid,  that  a woman, 

D £ under 
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under  fuch  circumftances,  muft  be  difguft- 
ful,  and  remove  every  fenfual  appetite  t 
but  this  I deny.  A woman  is  like  a rid- 
dle, nothing  in  her  when  found  out ; but 
a fine  woman,  nnfound  out , can  appear  in 
no  fituation,  not  even  in  the  a£t  of  death, 
but  fuch  as  has  ftirred  the  moft  unconquera- 
ble of  all  paffions 

It  is  not  the  pretended  fcience  I mean  to 
decry,  but  the  practice  of  the  men  who 

* In  Egypt,  the  Polin£tors  who  embalmed  the  dead 
bodies,  often  violated  thofe  of  youth  and  beauty,  and  it 
became  neceflary  to  ena£l  a law  to  prevent  it;  which  was, 
that  the  bodies  of  young  women  fhould  lie  forty  days  in 
brine,  before  the  operation  of  embalming  commenced.  The 
late  Mr.  Sharp,  the  Surgeon,  told  me,  that,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  immorality  of  the  a£l,  he  has  often  had  obje&s  to 
difie£t  which  were  fo  beautiful,  even  in  death,  that  he 
could  have  done  the  fame  thing.  If,  therefore,  death  can- 
Eot  re  ft rain  it,  can  any  circupaftance  whatever  in  life  ? 
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teach  and  profefs  it.  I would  have  .women, 
if  neceffary,  properly  inftru&ed,  and  wo* 
men  only  employed.  I would  have  infl.ru- 
rnents  quite  difufed,  being  convinced  they 
often  deftroy  both  mother  and  child  ; and  T. 
own,  I never  meet  any  of  thefe  obftetrical 
Profeflfors,  that  I do  not  look  upon  them 
as  I fliould  on  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  or 
the  Bafhaw  of  Tangier,  going  to  vifit  his 
leraglio.  I really  confider,  that  every  man, 
from  the  flrfl:  peer  in  the  kingdom,  down  to 
my  butter- man’s  wife  in  Clare-market  (for 
fhe  has  her  male  Doctor ),  who  opens  his 
doors  to  Men-midwives,  opens  a way  to  dis- 
grace their  families;  to  injure  their  wives’ 
perfons,  if  not  their  morals  : nor  can  it  fail 
to  induce  every  man,  who  ferioufly  and 
prudently  confiders  this  practice,  to  look 
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upon  thofe  hufbands  who  confent  to  it,  with, 
contempt  and  indignation.  As  to  myfelf,  I 
ingenuoufly  own,  my  wife’s  mind  being  out 
of  the  queftion,  I would  fooner  give  her  up 
to  the  embraces  of  any  one  man,  once  a 
year,  than  fubjedt  her  perfon  to  be  fo  ex- 
pofed,  touched , and  handled,  as  fhe  who  is 

attended,  and  delivered  of  a child,  may  be, 

, - > 

nay  conftantly  is9  handled . 

If  the  Reader  is  defirous  of  any  further 
proofs  of  what  I advance,  let  him  read  Dr. 

Smellie’s  Book,  and  take  the  Doftor’s  own 

•.  ..  . • « 

word,  inftead  of  mine. 

There  is  nothing  neceffary  in  Midwifery, 

but  what  a woman  can  execute  with  more 

\ 1 * • 

propriety,  and  with  as  much  fafety,  as 


men. 
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men.  Inftruments  are  always  injurious, 
often  dangerous,  and  never  neceflary.  The 
world  was  peopled  much  better  before  the 
mungrel  name  of  Man- midwife  was  known. 
They  were  imported  here  from  France,  at 
the  fame  time  that  Tire-women  were  put 
down  in  England.  The  alteration  of  modes, 
within  thefe  forty  years,  are  very  extraor- 
dinary! ! Men-midwives  are  become  general ; 
Men  hair-dreffers,  Men-ftay-makers,  in  fhort, 
we  want  nothing  now  but  the  Italian  C7- 
cifbeo  to  be  introduced  among  us,  in  order 
to  qualify  our  high-bred  fafhionable  ladies, 
to  be  juftly  ranked  with  the  ladies  of  Genoa  ; 
a principality  faid  to  be  without  wood,  with- 
out water,  without  fifh,  men  without  ho- 
nour, and  women  without  virtue.  And  if 
this  fliould  ever  become  the  character  of  the 

D 4 fineft, 
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fined,  and,  till  of  late,  the  mod  edeemecj 

' * i 

women  in  the  world,  for  their  modedv, 
beauty,  and  fidelity  ; drange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, I will  pronounce,  their  degeneracy  be- 
gan with  the  praftice  of  Man-midwifery, 

and  mud  end  with  the  difufe  of  it,  or  have 

> ...  *.  ■ * .... 

a worfe  end. 


I have  the  pleafure  of  knowing  a great 
number  of  married  women,  who  have  al- 
ways thought  on  this  fubjeft  as  I write.  I 

- / . 

would  as  foon  fend  my  wife  to  vifit  a Co- 
vent-garden hodefs,  as  be  familiar  with  thole 
Male-midwife  trumpeters. “ Lard,  Ma- 

dam, who  is  your  Doflor  ?”  fays  one.  “ Well, 
“ I’ll  never  have  a woman  ; my  Dodlor  is 
“ the  fweeted  man  ! fo  gentle , fo  humane , fo 

“patient! 
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“patient  l and  then  he  is  fo  fafe  * /”  with 

a thoufand  fuch  fine  things  of  their  Doctor, 

< 

that  the  trumpeter  foon  makes  half  the  cir- 
cle in  love  with  him,  before  they  have  even 

« 

feen  him,  and  determine  to  confult  him  the 
next  morning.  I ferioufly  believe,  that  mod: 
women  love  their  Midwife,  in  fome  degree, 
equal  to  that  which  they  feel  towards  their 
hufbands ; for,  if  the  hulband  be  an  inftru- 
ment  to  their  pleafures  and  comforts,  the 
Dodtor  alfo  is,  in  their  fimple  opinion,  the 
inftrument  of  their  eafe,  and  their  deliverer 

from  extreme  mifery.  I never  heard  a wo- 

> 

man  fpeak  of  her  Man-midwife 'but  with  an 


* I fliould  be  glad  to  know  how  thefe  advocates  for 

* 

Male -pr  aft  ice ) became  fo  well  informed  as  to  matters  of 
fafety  : all  the  reft  I will  allow  them  to  be  competent  judges 
of ; touching  with  fafety,  and  the  impropriety  of  telling 
their  hulbands,  they  are  judges  of  no  doubt. 


uncom- 
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uncommon  degree  of  kindnefs  : I havTe  often 
heard  a woman  fpeak  of  an  affectionate  huf- 
band,  without  betraying  any. 

That  many  innocent  and  chafte  women 
have,  and  do,  employ  Men-midwives,  I make 
no  doubt;  and  that  many  Men-midwives 
may,  and  do,  acquit  themfelves  as  decently 
as  their  practice  will  admit  of,  I will  not 
deny  : but  that  it  is  an  immodeft,  an  unne- 
ceffary,  and  a fhameful  pradtice,  I will 
maintain  ; and  that  there  lives  not  a man  of 
fenfe  and  fentiment,  who  loves  his  wife, 
that  ever  returned  to  her  bed  with  that  de- 
gree of  fatisfadtion  and  affection,  who  has 
undergone  a Male-midwife’s  touch , as  fhe 
whofe  perfon  is,  or  he  fuppofes  to  have  been, 
facred  to  him,  and  him  alone.  Whenever  I 

fee 
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fee  a married  woman  nice  in  fentiment,  and 

* . . l 

delicate  in  her  expreilions,  and  find  (he  is 
attended  by  Male-midwives,  for  they  have 
many,  I confider  her  a pretender  to  both  : I 
look  on  her  with  contempt ; and  I confider 
that,  if  fhe  had  the  authority  of  cuftom  to 
fupport  it,  fhe  would  permit  me,  or  any 
other  man,  to  take  the  fame  liberties  with 
her  perfon. 

Hard  as  this,  and  my  former  treatife,  may 
feem  to  fall  on  the  ladies,  thofe  who  are 
warned  by  it,  and  apprized  of  the  confe- 

quences,  will  find  the  Author  their  friend, 

» 

and  their  deliverer;  a friend  of  more  impor- 
tance to  their  happinefs,  than  the  unthink- 
ing multitude  are  aware  of;  and  a deliverer 

from 
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from  worfe  evils,  than  the  pains  of  child* 
birth  can  produce. 


I defire  every  man  who  loves  his  wife,  or 
regards  his  own  honour,  ferioufly  to  figure 
to  himfelf  a fmart  Man-midwife,  locked 
into  his  wife’s  apartment,  lubricating  his 
fingers  with  pomatum,  in  order  to  introduce 
them  into  his  wife’s  V a gin  a ^ or  into  the 

'Rectum  ! according  to  the  ingenious  Dr.  Smel* 

_ / 

lie’s  diredlion  under  the  chapter  of  touching 
It  is  true,  the  Doftor  fays,  the  patient  ne- 
ver fails  to  complain  when  iwo  fingers  are 

* Can  any  man  of  fenfe  or  delicacy,  or  any  woman  of 
virtue  or  modefty,  read  or  confuler  the  above  dire&ions 
(which  are  repeatedly  given  by  Smellie),  without  feeling 
the  utmofl  indignation  to  a practice  fo  fhameful  ? And  if 
Smellie,  who  is  confulered  the  oracle  for  knowledge  in 
Midwifery,  directs  it,  who  can  doubt  but  that  his  pupils 
pra&ife  it  ? 
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introduced  ; but  what  need  the  Dodtor  care 
for  that  ? He  knows  (he  will  not  complain 
of  it  to  her  hufband  ; and  her  complaining 
to  the  humane  gentle  Do£tor,  furniffies  him 
with  an  opportunity  to  exprefs  his  concern, 
to  (hew  a fre(h  inftance  of  his  tender nefs , and 
to  profefs  his  admiration  of  a woman  fo 
exquijitely  fufceptible  ! 

And  I defire  every  woman  who  loves  her 
hufiband,  or  who  covets  his  love,  ferioufly 
to  confider,  whether  (he  be  ftridlly  entitled 
to  the  appellation  of  being  called  a modeft 
or  a virtuous  woman,  after  (lie  has  admitted 
male  operators  thus  to  infult  her  perfon  and 
nnderftanding,  by  taking  a liberty  that  can 
give  him  no  information  whatever,  but  that 

(he  is  a fool,  or  worfe,  who  fuffers  it.  Nay, 

I am 
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I am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  every  Man- 
midwife,  who  happens  to  be  pofleffed  of 
either  fenfe  or  fentiment,  muft,  in  his  own 
bread,  entertain  but  a very  indifferent  opi- 
nion of  the  underftanding  of  his  patients,  or 
their  Jpoufes  *• 

That  fome  women  refufe  their  operator 
the  liberty  of  touching , I firmly  believe; 
but  the  very  attempt  of  the  man,  and  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  the  woman’s  refu- 
fal,  is  almoft  as  bad  ; and  either  one  or  the 
other  is  fure  to  happen,  where  the  fubjeft  is, 
in  the  Doctors  opinion,  worthy  of  his  in - 

* Shew  me  a Man-midwife,  who  has  a young  or  beau- 
tiful wife,  who  employs  one  of  his  brethren  to  lay  his 
wife,  and  I will  give  him  my  head. 
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But  fetting  afide  every  confideration,  as  to 
modefty,  delicacy,  fenfe,  fentiment,  and, 
above  all,  how  this  kind  of  proceeding  may 
fit  on  the  mind  of  an  affectionate  hufband, 
I will  maintain  it,  that  every  woman  runs  a 
greater  rifque  of  lofing  her  life  with  a Ikil- 
ful  Man-midwife,  than  with  even  an  igno- 
rant, fumbling  old  woman. 

The  Man-midwife  is  for  difpatch,  and 
that  difpatch  cannot  be  obtained  without  a 
force  on  nature ; for  it  muff  be  obtained 
with  iron  inftruments,  and  confequently 
muft  bring  into  the  world,  a child  that  ought 
not  to  have  made  its  appearance  for  fome 
time.  I-fufpeCl  it  will  be  faid,  what  figni- 
fies  an  hour  or  two  ? But  by  the  fame  rea- 

fon 
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foil  it  may  be  alked,  what  fignifies  a month, 
or  a week  ? And  yet  fuch  proceedings  often 
prove  fatal  to  the  mother  or  child,  or 
both.  But  fuppofe  there  were  no  other  con- 
fideration,  but  the  prefervation  of  the  wo- 
man’s perfon,  a circumftance  of  no  fmall 
importance  with  the  fex  ; yet  that  is  inevita- 
bly fpoiled,  fo  fure  asaMan-midwife,  and  con- 
fequently  an  inftrument,  comes  near  them ; 
for  they  as  certainly  ufe  them,  as  they  pru- 
dently and  cautioujly  conceal  them,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Smellie’s  particular  diredlion. 

When  the  parts  have  been  once  extended, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Doftor’s  hand 
and  forceps,  they  never  recover  their  former 
elafticity ; and  if  the  woman  efcapes  in- 
ward injuries,  which  often  terminate  In 

i . 

ulcers 
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ulcers  many  years  after,  fhe  cannot  efcape, 
without  rendering  her  perfon  lefs  agreeable, 
if  not  totally  obnoxious,  to  her  hufband  : 
for  thefe  people  not  only  do  injury  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  but  frequently,  three  or 
four  days  after,  introduce  their  hand  and 
arm,  to  perform  the  office  known  amongft 
themfelves  by  the  epithet  of  J weeping  the 
womb  * ; than  which  nothing  can  be  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  injury  done  the  wo- 
man’s perfon  at  her  labour : for  this  aft  of 
womb-fweeping,  cannot  poffibly  be  performed 

* Smellie  fays,  p.  237,  “ When  the  placenta  adheres  to 

“ the  fundus , and  all  the  lower  part  of  the  womb  is  ftrongly 

“ contracted,  the  hand  mult  be  forced  up  in  form  of  a cone 

“ into  the  Vagina and  a certain  ' Tobaco-chewer , now 
« 

retired  to  Bath,  allured  me,  that  he  has  frequently  per- 
formed that  office  three  days  after  delivery;  an  office  not 
practicable  with  either  a mare  or  a cow.- 

E ou 
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on  the  perfon  of  a woman  who  is  delivered 

as  fhe  ought,  that  is,  by  the  unerring  Old 

Lady , mentioned  with  fo  much  honour  in 

the  firft  fheet  of  this  Paper  ; and  to  this  old 

lady  I hope  to  be  the  means  of  again  making 

known  all  the  young  and  amiable  part  of 

my  fair  country-women,  who  may  be  af- 

fured,  that  it  is  lefs  Indecent  to  read  this 

Letter  to  every  man  of  their  acquaintance  in 

public,  than  to  admit  a Male-midwife  in 

private ; and  thofe  who  are  wife  enough  to 

rely  on  what  is  here  faid,  without  any  other 

view  than  their  happinefs,  will  find,  by 
* 

experience,  that  the  Author  is  as  much  their 
friend,  as  he  feems  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 

4 

Male-midwives ; which,  in  truth,  is  not 
the  cafe ; for,  as  1 faid  above,  it  is  the 
; practice , not  the  men , that  I mean  to  exhibit 
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in  a proper,  and  confequently  in  an  odious 
light. 

I flatter  myfelf,  that  this  Book  will  open 

the  eyes  of  a multitude  of  men,  and  wo- 

\ « . . 

men  too,  who  never  confidered  this  matter 
as  they  ought,  and  determine  them  to  be 
fatisfied,  that  Mrs.  Draper,  Mrs.  Maddox, 
and  many  other  women,  can  do  all  that  is 
neceflary  to  be  done  with  decency  and  fafety  ; 
and  as  the  two  firft  Perfonages  in  the  king- 
dom have  (when  a Crown  was  at  ftake) 
been  content  with  the  afflftance  only  of  Goody 
Nature , Goody  Kennon , or  Goody  Draper . 
I hope  to  fee  the  day  when  the  ladies  of  this 
kingdom  will  follow  the  noble  example  of 
the  Athenian  matrons  ; and  that,  amidft  the 
great  number  of  public  charities  which  fo 

E 2 parti- 
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particularly  characterize  this  age  and  king- 
dom for  their  humanity,  fome  lady  of 
high  rank  will  endeavour  to  render  it  more 
remarkable  for  its  decency,  by  promoting  a 
fubfcription  fufficient  to  eftablifh  a fund  for 
the  trifling  inftruCtion  of  women  in  the 
praftice  of  Midwifery  : a woman  of  fortune 
cannot  do  more  honour  to  herfelf,  nor  a 
greater  fervice  to  her  fex.  We  have  already 
experienced,  that  the  HIGHEST  example 
is  not  fufficient  to  remove  the  prejudices  of 
the  generality  of  our  high-bred  ladies,  in 
favour  of  the  Men-midwives ; and  there- 
fore the  expofmg  of  their  weaknefl'es  in  this 
public  manner,  with  a view  to  their  happi- 
nefs,  ought  to  be  as  well  received,  as  it  is 
kindly  meant.  They  ought  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider  what  is  here  laid  before  them  in  a 

7 light 
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light  which  they  had  never  feen  it  before, 
though  a juft  one  ; and  I will  appeal  to  any 
woman  of  fenfe,  who  lives  in  London,  and 
who  is  within  the  reach  of  Mrs.  Draper, 
Mrs.  Maddox,  and  many  other  Women- 
midwives  of  known  abilities,  and  yet  em- 
ploys a man  ; I fay,  I will  appeal  to  any 
woman  of  fenfe,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
whether  fhe  has  not,  by  fo  doing,  facrificed 
her  modefty  to  fafhion,  her  perfon  to  the 
higheft  indignity,  and  her  hufband’s  honour 
to  the  fneers  and  fecret  contempt  even  of 
her  Male-operators.  If  fhe  will  not  allow 
th  is,  I will  tell  her  a truth  fhe  will  find  by 
woeful  experience  ; which  is,  if  her  huf- 
band  be  a man  of  fenfe  and  fentiment,  that 
fhe  h as  had  a fall  equal  to  that  of  her  firft 
parents ; and  if  fhe  ever  after  complains  of 
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the  coohiefs  or  indifference  of  her  huiband 
towards  her,  I could  tell  her  another  truth, 
not  lefs  alarming* 

Mrs.  Kennon , a woman  not  lefs  efteemed 
for  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart,  than  for  her 
JkiU  in  the  pra&ice  of  Midwifery,  and  who 
always  attended  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  of  Wales,  put  a five  hundred 
pound  bank  note  into  the  hands  of  the 
Author  of  the  “ Petition  of  the  Unborn 
46  Babes  when  {he  lay  upon  her  death- 
bed*; fo  much  did  (he  approve  of  that  per- 
formance; at  a time  too , when  (he  could  have 
no  interefted  view. — This  petition  in  behalf 
of  little  innocents,  whole  bufferings  by  tor- 
ture, and  even  death,  in  their  mother’s 

* Dr.  Frank  Nicholls,  phyfician  to  the  late  Ring. 

womb, 
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womb,  are  neverthelefs  (hocking,  though 
they  are  unable  to  move  compafiion  by  their 
tears  or  groans;  this  petition,  I fay,  was 
wrote  by  one  of  the  mod  able  phyficians  of 
the  p refen t,  or  perhaps  of  any  age ; and  his 
authority  and  great  abilities  juftify  the  alfer- 
tions  throughout  this  Pamphlet ; for  he, 
who  it  muft  be  allowed  was  a competent 
judge,  objected  to  the  pradtice  of  men  in 
Midwifery,  as  unfafe,  indecent,  and  unne- 
ceffary ; often  dangerous  to  the  mother,  or 
child,  or  both  ; and  always  a reproach  to 
thofe  women  who  encourage  it. 


The  fir  ft  edition  of  this  pamphlet,  which 
had  been  printed  many  months,  was  laid  by 
at  a bookfeller’s  (hop,  the  Author  being  unde- 
termined when,  or  if  ever,  it  fhould  be 
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publifhed  ; for,  though  it  contains  many  bold 
affertions,  it  contains  no  wilful  miftake;  nor 
is  any  thing  advanced  in  it,  but  what  is 
well  founded.  But,  neverthelefs,  I conli- 
dered  it  might  prove  injurious  to  a great 
number  of  gentlemen  bred  up  to  the  practice 
of  Midwifery,  and  to  fome  very  deferving 
men  who  had  families  to  maintain,  and 
whofe  chief  fupport  might  depend  upon  this 
particular  branch  of  bufinefs.  Indeed  a 
Man-midwife,  who  accidently  came  into  the 
bookfeller’s  (hop,  telling  me,  in  general  con- 
vention, that  he  had  a large  family  to  main- 
tain, not  only  then  difpofed  me  to  with-hold 
it,  but  induced  me  rather  to  have  wifhed 
the  former  Letter  had  not  been  made  public  ; 
fo  much  was  my  perfonal  weaknefs  at  va- 
riance with  the  public  good  : for,  I folemnly 

proteft, 
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proteft,  I have  no  other  end  in  view,  nor 
any  particular  friend  to  ferve. 

I write  from  felf-convi£ton,  the  approba- 
tion of  many  women  of  difcretion,  and  of 
many  men  of  judgement:  I reverence  truth, 
and  am  open  to  conviction.  I have  advanced 
no  intentional  falfity,  nor  have  I given  any 
extracts  that  are  not  faithfully  copied  from 
the  oracle  of  Midwifery,  Dr.  Smellie;  and 
if  any  gentleman-practitioner  can  fhew  that 
what  I have  here  advanced  is  contrary  to 
the  good  of  fociety  in  general,  and  fo  repre- 
fent  the  neceflity  of  male -practitioners,  that 
men  in  general  approve  of  it ; I will  reduce 
the  head , and  fqueeze  out  the  brains , of  this 
performance  inftantly.  But  then  it  muft  be 
done  by  a man  who  lives  like  a Chrijlian , 

who 
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who  behaves  like  a gentleman?  and  who  writes 
like  a fcholar:  not  by  a debauched,  aban- 
doned fellow,  whofe  indecent  pr  attic  e with 
every  woman  he  ccmcs  near , either  maids , 
wives , or  widows , nay  with  little  children , 
are  notorious  through  a whole  city . But,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  theie  arguments  cannot 
be  overturned,  I am  ready  to  fubfcribe  a 
much  larger  fum  towards  the  in  ft  ruction  of 
female  Mid  wives,  than  is  perhaps  quite  con- 
fident with  the  limits  of  my  own  fortune. 

It  may  now  be  afked,  why  my  perfonal 
weaknefs  did  not  prevail  ? To  which  I re- 
ply ; my  bookfeller  informed  me,  that  the 
gentleman  mentioned  above  was  a man  of  a 

o 

good  private  fortune,  and  by  no  means  the 
chajleft  practitioner.  Indeed,  when  the  book 


came 
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came  out,  and  I afked  him,  what  the  Re- 

viewers  would  fay  to  it  ? 44  Nothing,  if  they 

44  are  wife.”  44  Then  what  do  you  fay  to  it, 

64  Doctor  r”  44  That  you  are  ignorant  and 

44  ill-informed  ; I could  have  furnifhed  you 

44  with  ten  times  more  matter  f ’ and  he 

really  aftonifhed  me  with  the  wanton  tales 
•> 

he  told  me  of  in  his  own  pradtice. 

Thofe  married  men,  who  can  confider 
what  is  here  faid  with  indifference,  I am  wil- 
ling to  except  from  this  general  add  refs ; and 
thofe  married  women,  who  can  read  the 
above,  as  well  as  the  following  extracts  from 
Dr.  Smellie’s  Treatife,  without  fhame  and 
horror,  I am  willing  to  allow  the  free  ufe  of 
men,  not  only  in  Midwifery,  but  upon  every 
other  occafion.  It  is,  as  I have  faid  above, 
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to  thofe  men  of  fenfe  and  fentiment,  who 
love  their  wives  with  pure  affection  ; and  to 
thofe  women,  that  are  folicitous  to  wear 
down  the  charms  of  their  youth  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  affection  of  their  huibands,  that 
this  and  my  former  Letter  is  addreffed.  I 
cannot  conclude,  without  mentioning  a few 
circumftanees  that  greatly  promote  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Male-pra£titioners,  as  well  as 
encourage  female  patients ; and  that  is,  the 
innumerable  ftories  that  every  female  nurfe 
is  furnifhed  with,  to  alarm  the  ladies  they 
attend.  There  is  not  one  of  thefe  nurfes 
who  cannot,  nay  that  do  not,  in  the  courle 
of  a month’s  fitting  by  the  fide  of  their  mii- 
trels’s  bed,  inform  her  of  a thoufand  in- 
fiances  of  the  ignorance  of  female  Mid  wives, 
and  of  the  Doelors  fkill ! How  many  wo- 
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men  they  have  attended,  who  inevitably  had 
been  loft,  with  their  dear  babes , had  not  Dr. 
Blovvbladder  been  called  in,  at  the  very  in- 
ftant  her  good  lady  was  expiring  : and  thus 
the  poor  deluded  mi  ft  refs  is  frightened  out  of 
reafon,  her  decency,  and  love,  that  Nurfe 
Grim- it  may  carry  off  the  donation  of  the 
goffips,  without  having  a female  Midwife  to 
divide  it  with  her  : nay,  inftead  of  this  draw- 
back, the  Doctor,  if  he  be  either  eminent  or 
wife,  generally  defires  the  nurfe’s  acceptance 
of  a bit  of  money  for  her  trouble  in  drefting 
the  child.  By  this  means,  he  convinces 
Mrs.  Nurfe,  almojl  to  the  bottom  of  her 
heart,  that  a female  Midwife  is  as  dangerous 

O 

about  the  perfon  of  a lying-in  woman,  as  a 
rattle-fnake  about  a man’s  -lepv  She  founds 
the  Doclor’s  trumpet  far  and  near;  and  all 

her 
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her  kind  miftrefles,  and  indulgent  matters, 
are  fure  to  have  the  warmeft  recommendation 
of  Dr.  Blowbladder’s  art  of  touching • 

It  is  no  unpleafant  thing  to  obferve,  with 
what  addrefs  an  ignorant  nurfe,  an  ignorant 
hoft,  or  his  more  ignorant  hoftler,  or  in- 
deed any  of  the  lower  people,  trained  up  to 
one  particular  branch  of  money- getting,  can 
impofe  upon,  and  over-reach  their  mold  fenfi- 
ble  matters  and  miftrefles.  A nurfe  will  no 
more  own  her  admiration  of  the  Dodlor’s 
Ikili  arifes  from  felf-intereft,  than  an  oftler 
will  tell  you,  till  after  he  is  paid  and  fee\l 
for  your  horfe,  that  he  paid  three  pence  for 
mending  your  boot,  or  removing  a fhoe,  or 
the  like  ; becaufe,  having  already  fecured  all 
your  half-pence,  he  knows  he  has  an  equal 

chance 


[ 6,  ] 

chance  to  get  fix-pence  more;  and  then,  like 
Mrs.  Nurfe,  hugs  himfelf  over  his  beer,  ill 
having  thus  impoled  upon  a gentleman. 

1 muft  not  pafs  over  another  circumftance 
very  injurious  to  the  ladies  who  are  attended 
by  Men-midwives ; for  no  fooner  is  fhe 
brought  to  bed,  than  the  practitioner,  tofhew 
his  Do&orial  importance,  difpatches  the  two 
initials  of  his  name  to  Mr.  SI  ip  flop  ; and 
Mr.  Slipflop,  adding  a little  warmth  to  the 
poor  lady’s  fuffocating  hot  bed-chamber,  lays 
her  down,  for  the  firft  ten  or  twelve  days,  in 
a fever ; which  pafles  off  for  the  milk  fever, 
when  it  is  attended  with  no  other  bad  coil- 
fequences. 


Though 
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Though  the  Author  has  experienced,  like 
the  Athenian  Female-midwife,  many  abor- 
tive effects  of  the  Male-midwives,  to  intimi- 
date him  ; yet  he  flatters  himfelf  the  can- 
did,  virtuous,  and  fenfible  part  of  the  ladies 
will  perceive  their  happinefs  was,  and  is,  the 
main  objedl  he  has  in  view  : for,  “ without 
“ the  converfation  and  fociety  of  the  fair  fex, 
“ 1 fliould  efteem  the  world  but  a defart, 
ii  and  the  moft  poliflied  part  of  mankind 
“ would  appear  but  as  hermits  in  mafquerade, 
<c  or  a kind  of  civilized  fatyrs  ; fo  imperfect 
tc  and  unaccompliflied  are  we,  without  the 
4C  re- union  of  our  loft  rib,  that  fubftantial 
and  integral  part  of  us.  They  are  the 
“ guardians  of  our  infancy  and  youth,  the 
“ companions  of  our  riper  years,  and  the 

“ cheri fliers 
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cheriffiers  of  our  old  age.  From  the  cra- 
44  die  we  are  wrapped  in  a circle  of  obliga- 
46  tions  to  them,  for  their  love  and  good 
44  offices ; and  he  is  a monfter  in  nature  who 
44  returns  them  not  the  careffes  of  an  inno- 
44  cent  affection,  the  fpotlefs  fallies  of  vir- 
46  tue  and  gratitude.  Love  is  the  foul  of 
44  the  world,  and  the  vital  prop  of  the  ele- 
4 4 ments ; it  is  the  cement  of  human  fo~ 
44  ciety,  and  flrongeft  fence  of  nature : 
44  earth  would  be  a hell  without  it ; neither 
44  can  there  be  a heaven,  where  this  is  ah- 
*6  lent.”  But  then  let  it  be  remembered,  that. 

Nothing  bellows  fo  much  beauty  on  a wo- 
man as  modefty.  Venus  herfelf  pleafes 
mod  when  ffie  is  reprefented  to  be  withdraw- 
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ing  herfelf  from  the  eyes  of  the  beholders, 
in  a fliy,  retiring  pofture. 


Ext  rafts  from  Dr.  Smellie’s  Treatife  on  the 
Theory  and  Praftice  of  Midwifery. 

Page  250  and  251,  fpeaking  of  the  ufe  of 
iron  forceps : “ For  my  own  part ” (fays  he), 
“ finding  in  pro  files  that , by  the  directions  of 

1 

“ Chapman,  GifFard,  and  Gregorie,  at  Pa- 
“ ris,  I frequently  could  not  move  the  head 
ic  along  without  confining  it,  and  tearing  the 
“ parts  of  the  woman,”  &c. 

Page  258.  Even  in  thefe  cafes , indeed, 
“ the  lajt  fillet , or  a long  pair  of  forceps , may 
<c  take  fuch  firm  hold \ that  with  great  force 

“ and 
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44  and  the  fiiAcng  pur  chafe , the  head  will  be 
44  delivered ; but  fuch  violence  is  commonly  fatal 
44  to  the  woman,  by  c a ufing  fuch  an  inflam- 
46  nation , and  perhaps  laceration  of  the  parts , 
44  as  is  attended  with  mortification . In  order 
44  to  difable  young  practitioners  from  running 
44  fuch  rifks , tf/zd7  to  free  my f elf  from  the  temp- 
44  tation  of  ufing  too  great  forces  I have  al- 
44  ways  ufed  and  recommended  the  forceps  fo 
44  fort  in  the  handles , that  they  cannot  be  ufed 
44  with  fuch  violence  as  to  endanger  the  wo* 
*4  man’s  life,” 

And  again,  in  the  fame  page,  44  Great  care 
*4  mujl  be  taken  m feeling  with  the  fingers  all 
44  round , that  no  part  of  the  Vagina  be  in- 
i'eluded  in  the  lockings meaning  thereby, 
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that  no  part  of  the  womb  be  pinched  within 
the  forceps  along  with  the  child. 

✓ 

It  is  indeed  (hocking  to  obferve  how  often 
Smellie  directs  the  Accoucheur  to  take  care, 
when  he  introduces  fciffars,  and  the  like 
kind  of  inftruments  into  the  Vagina , that 
he  does  not  cut  his  own  fingers,  or  the  wo- 
man s Vagina ; but  their  own  fingers  are  his 
firft  care.  He  alfo  informs  us,  that  women, 
during  their  pregnancy,  are  often  afflidled 
with  fwellings  in  the  Labia  Pudendi ; and  to 
remove  this,  he  recommends  pundiuring  the 
parts ; and  this  operation  is  to  be  repeated , 
though  he  allows  that  thefe  fort  of  com- 
plaints commonly  vanifh  of  themfelves  after 
delivery ; fo  that  a lady  who  is  attended  by 
a fkiiful  Midwife,  who  underjlands  his  buli- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  is  to  be  touched  in  the  third  or  fourth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  and  punctured 
frequently  during  the  remaining  period.  All 
this  may  be  very  proper,  for  aught  1 know ; 
but  that  it  is  fcandaloufly  indecent,  I will 
maintain, 

* * 

In  boring  the  child’s  cranium,  in  order  to 
extract  the  brain,  he  fays,  p.  258:  66  The 
feiffars  ought  to  be  fo  Jharp  at  the  points  as  to 
44 penetrate  the  integuments  and  bones , when 
44  pufhed  with  a moderate  force\  but  not  fo 
“ keen  as  to  cut  the  operator’s  fingers,  or 
44  the  womans  Vagina  !” 

P.  264.  tc  The  woman  being  laid  in  a right 
44  pofition  for  the  application  of  the  forceps, 
the  blades  ought  to  be  privately  conveyed 
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44  between  the  featherbed  and  the  cloaihs , at  a 
44  fmall  difiance  from  one  another , on  each  fide 
44  of  the  patient . That  this  conveyance  may 
44  be  more  eafily  effected,  the  legs  of  the  infir u - 
44.  went  ought  to  be  kept  in  the  operator's  fide- 
44  pockets . Thus  provided , when  he  fits  down 

46  to  deliver , let  him  fpread  the  fheet  that  hangs 
44  over  the  bed  upon  his  lap , and  under  that 
44  cover  take  out  and  difpofe  the  blades  on  each 

44  fide  of  the  patient  ; by  which  means  he  will 
46  often  be  able  to  deliver  with  the  forceps, 

45  without  their  being  perceived  by  the  woman 
44  herfelf,  or  any  other  of  the  affiants . Some 
44  people  pin  a fheet  to  each  Jhoulder , and 
44  throw  the  other  end  over  the  bed , that  they 
44  may  be  the  more  effectually  concealed  from  the 
44  view  of  thofe  who  are  p'efent . But  this 
44  method  is  apt  to  confine  and  embarrafis  the 

44  operator. 
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#c  operator.  At  any  rate,  as  women  are  com - 
“ manly  frightened  at  the  very  name  of  an  in - 
“ fi  rumen*,  it  is  advifeable  to  conceal  it  as 
“ //^i’C/6  pojfible , ////  /A*  character  of  the  ope - 

“ rtf/tfr  /j  fully  cfablijhedl * 

Now,  I fay,  that  if  thefe  two  blades  and 
two  can  be  fo  privately  conveyed  under 
the  fheet,  and  fo  dexteroufly  ufed  by  the 
Dodlor,  that  neither  the  woman  herfelf  \ nor 
any  perfons  that  are  prefen t,  fhall  know  any 
thing  of  the  matter  ; it  is  more  than  probable , 
that  there  may  be  in  this  kingdom  fome 
thoufands  of  cuckolds,  that  are  unknown  to 
be  fo,  even  to  their  wives. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  quote  the  number 
of  alarming  circumftances,  both  to  men  and 
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woment,  with  which  Smellie’ s ingenious 
Book  abounds ; and  which  I earneftly  re- 
commend to  the  perufai  of  thofe  who  are 
defirous  of  being  convinced  of  the  danger, 
and  the  indecency,  of  employing  Male -mid- 
wives.  I fhall  therefore  conclude  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  Smellie  fays,  the  Accoucheur 
ought  to  aft,  and  fpeak,  with  the  utmoft 
delicacy  and  decorum  ; and  never  violate  the 
truji  repofcd  in  him , l’o  as  to  harbour  the 
lead  immoral  or  indecent  dejign  ; but  demean 
himfelf,  in  all  refpefts,  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
nity of  his  profeflion.  So  Parfons  preach  ! 
but  do  they  praftife  accordingly  ? So  Doc- 
tors write  ! and  Smellie,  I fmcerely  believe, 
was,  in  his  old  age  at  lead,  filly  and  ferious 
enough  to  think  he  wras  doing  good  when  he 
was  writing  the  mod  bawdy,  indecent,  and 

ftiameful 
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lhameful  Book  which  the  Prefs  ever  brought 
into  the  'world ; and  I hope  it  will  be  allowed 
a fufficient  apology  for  this  my  abridgement 
of  it ; as  I am  convinced  it  will  touch  both 
men  and  women  too,  who  read  it  with  atten- 
tion 

• 

It  is  curious  to  cbferve,  how  often  fome 
of  thefe  obftetric  gentry  inform  the  fex  of 
the  number  of  years  they  have  devoted  to  their 
particular  difeafes ; and  that  fuch  who  are 
defirous  of  concealing  their  objlruBions , thou  Id, 
if  they  confult  their  own  inter ejl,  immediately 
apply,  though  the  DoBor  never  hears  a cafe , 
or  gives  an  opinion , unlels  accompanied  with 
a guinea  l Let  me  perfuade  fuch  unfor- 
tunate fngle  ladies  to  keep  their  guinea  to* 
buy  baby-cloaths ; and  to  defire  them,  not 


to 
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to  throw  away  a guinea  upon  a rafcal  again  ft 
whom  they  durft  not  complain,  becaufe  he 
durft  not  perform  his  promife.  That  a poor 
innocent,  feduced  girl  fhould  be  defirous  of 
information  upon  this  head,  to  relieve  her 
agitated  mind,  whether  (he  be,  or  be  not, 
with  child,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at;  but 
that  married  women,  after  two  or  three 
months  pregnancy,  fhould  acquire  fuch  cer- 
tain information  from  the  Doctor  and  his 
pomatum  pot,  I believe,  every  hufband  in  the 
kingdom  will  agree  is  going  rather  beyond  the 
mark  of  common  decency.  They  furely  do 
not  obtain  it  to  gratify  their  hufbands  with 
the  means  whereby  it  was  obtained  ; they 
will  not, — they  durft  not  furely  do  that : for 
when  a woman  has  once  tranfacled  bujinefs  in 
that  way  with  her  Doctor,  (he  is  well  pre- 
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pared  for  it  in  any  other  way,  and  with 
any  other  man.  I think,  when  I was 
a fchool-boy,  I read  from  Publius , “ Cm 
“ plus  licet  quam  pur  eft,  plus  vult  quam  licet  P 
44  He  that  is  ftuffered  to  do  more  than  is  fitting, 
44  will  do  more  than  is  law  ft u IP  Indeed,  there 
is  no  other  way  to  account  for  the  abandoned 
profligacy  which  at  this  time  prevails  among 
the  married  women,  but  the  practice  of 
Male- midwifery.  No  man  can  deny  that 
th  ere  has  not  been  more  crim.  con.  profecu- 
tions  within  the  prefent  reign  than  in  the  ten 
preceding  ones  : nor  can  it  be  doubted,  that 
Man-midwifery  is  the  fountain  from  which 
they  fprang.  So  much  for  the  confequencess 
of  this  art.  I fhall  conclude  with  a few 
remarks  on  the  fafety  of  it,,  by  defiring 
thofe  who  have  walked  either  the  ftreets  of 
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London  or  Paris,  to  recolledt  how  many 
thoufand  hump-backed,  miferable,  maimed, 
and  decrepid  objects  they  daily  fee  in  thefe 
two  kingdoms,  where  Man- midwifery  is  be- 
come almoft  the  univerfal  practice ; yet  I do 
aver,  that  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge, 
though  I have  feen  thoufands  of  Indians  in 
America,  and  Negroes  in  the  Weft-Indies, 

I never  faw  one  hump-backed  perfon  in  my 
life  among  either  : yet  thefe  people  never 
heard  of  Men-mid wives. 

But  before  I conclude,  I will  relate  a ftory, 
which  I am  forry  and  afhamed  to  relate,  becaufe 
I was  an  interefted  party  in  it.  A young  wo- 
man, for  whofe  perfonal  fafety  I was  anxious, 
being  in  labour,  at  a time  I was  too  young  to 
have  confidered  the  bu  fine  is  or  conlequences 

of 
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of  Man-midwifery  in  any  other  light  than 
as  the  fools  of  the  prefen t day ; I lent  for  a 
Man- midwife,  then  not  much  known,  but 
who  fince  has  figured  away  in  a very  high 
style  indeed!  He  foon  faw  how  the  buji- 
nefs  was ; and,  I fuppofe,  concluded,  that, 
the  life  of  the  child  was  of  lefs  importance  to 
me  than  that  of  the  mother.  He  accord^ 

ingly  not  only  delivered  the  woman  too 

• - 

haftily,  but  inflantly  came  down  and  fhewed 
me  an  iron  inftrument  (not  in  an  over  fate 
of  delicacy ) with  which  he  had  performed 
the  horrid  operation ; particularly  fating , 
that  it  was  unique  ^ and  one  of  his  own  con- 
trivance. Three  guineas  was  then  deemed  a 
high  price,  and  1 gave  it  him  ; but  I had  good 
reafon  foon  after,  as  well  as  at  this  difiance  of 
time y to  believe,  he  fhewed  me  the  inftru- 


men; 
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meat  in  order  to  obtain  five ; for  the  child 
was  brought  into  the  world  by  a horrid  hook, 
which  had  been  fixed  in  the  focket  of  the 
eye,  and  was  of  this  form  ; 


but  then  there  needed  neither  nurfe  nor  chriflen - 
tng!  A little  box  and  Bunhill- fields  burying-* 
ground  jinijhed  the  bujinefs  ! 


T know  the  Male- practitioners  will  fay,  I 
have  told  a d- -d  rafcaUy  lie  ; for  fuch  lan- 

guage I have  experienced  before,  and  am  pre- 
pared to  meet  again;  but  if  they  do,  and 
th  is  Book  gets  into  a fourth  edition,  I will 
in  that  give  the  ingenious  Dodtor’s  name,  and 
7 eftablifh 
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eftablifh  the  horrid  deed,  if  not  the  dejign , 
beyond  a doubt. 

That  the  real  fears  of  fome  women,  the 
folly  of  others,  and  the  bawdry  of  many, 
lay  all  women  under  a kind  of  neceflity  to 
make  the  pra&ice  general,  and  even  promote 
it,  is  undoubtedly  true  : they  know  nothing 
elfe  could  fupport  them  in  it ; but  it  is  my 
bufinefs  to  affure  thofe  women  who  are  not 
loft  to  every  fenfe  of  (ha me  or  modefty,  and 
who  wi(h  to  merit  either  the  efteem,  affec- 
tion, or  even  the  embraces,  of  their  huf- 
bands,  that  they  are  miftakeu ; miftaken  too 
in  a matter  of  the  firft  importance;  for  they 
not  only  often  facrifice  their  life,  but  always 
the  efteem  and  love  of  men  of  fenfe.  I 
vouch  for  it ; and  that  too,  not  only  from 

my 
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my  own  experience,  but  from  the  avowed 
decalaation  of  the  firft  and  heft  anatomift 
this  kingdom  ever  produced,  I mean  Dr. 
Frank  Nicholia,  the  late  King’s  phyfician ; 
that  the  pradtice  of  Man-midwifery  is  highly 
dangerous  both  to  mother  and  child,  fetting 
the  fhameful  indecency  out  of  the  queftion* 
And  as  to  the  important  opinion  of  that 
truly  good,,  ingenious,  and  worthy  man,  the 
late  Dr,  Lawrence,  Prefident  of  the  College 
of  Phyfician s,  I have  already  given  his  fen- 
laments  upon  this  fubjedt.  I therefore  call 
upon  every  married  and  unmarried  man 
throughout  the  three  kingdoms,  to  fhew  this 
Book  to  their  wives  and  daughter  ; and  they 
may  then,,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  make 
the  following  dela ration  to  the  former.  To 
their  wives : “ If,  after  having  feeti  this 
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44  Treat! fe,  w///  be  attended  by  a Man- 
44  midwife,  do  fo ; but  I (hall  confider  you 
44  in  no  other  light  than  as  a fajhionable  pro- 
44 Jlitute”  And  I will  tell  their  daughters 
this  melancholy  truth,  44  That  this  Male- 
44  midwife’s  praflice,  deters  every  young  man 
44  of  fenfe  to  have  any  other  fort  of  dealing 
44  with  them  than  that  of  their  Doflors ; 
46  that  the  few  who  do  enfnare  fimple  men 
44  with  their  charms,  or  affefted  modefty, 
44  into  marriage,  ought  to  be  cqnfidered 
44  fraudulent  impoftors,  if  they  dare  to  fend 
44  for  a touching  Doctor,  as  moft  do,  two  or 
44  three  months  after  marriage.”  Fafhion 
has  made  this  practice,  as  I have  faid  above, 
almoft  univerfal ; but  neither  fafhion,  nor 
the  tame  aflent  of  a hufband,  can  reconcile 
it  to  his  mind. 


G 
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My  Lady  Fiddle  F addle  lies-in  at  Briftol, 
and  flie  is  attended  there  by  Dr.  Nokes . In 
London  (lie  is  touched  by  Dr.  Styles ; and  at 
Tunbridge  by  Dr.  Blowbladder : and  all  this 
is  to  be  deemed  perfectly  within  the  pale  of 
propriety,  becaufe  it  is  done  by  a Doctor . 
But,  huibands,  I a(k  you,  whether  Doctors 
are  not  men  \ and  whether  you  are  not  fools 
to  fu’omit  to  fuch  infults  ? If  the  women 
will  have  the  male  gender  about  their  perfons, 
let  them  fend  to  Italy  for  cafrato  operators. 
Such  men  might  entertain  them  in  a double 
capacity ; but  then  they  fhould  be  docked  d 
la  mode  de  Seraglio . 

When  the  fir  ft  edition  of  this  Book  was 
publifhed,  a lady  of  high  rank  fent  for  Mrs. 

Maddox 
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Maddox  (now  Mrs.  Ward),  and  alked  her, 
ci  If  fhe  could  attend  her  lying-in,  about 
“ thirty  miles  out  of  town.”  Mrs.  Mad- 
dox acquiefced ; but  hinted,  that  it  would 
be  mere  convenient  to  both  in  London. 
“ True,”  laid  the  lady;  but  I have  lately 
“ read  a Book  which  has  alarmed  me  on 
**  many  accounts.  I have  hitherto  been  deli- 
vered  by  Dr.  Hunter;  but  that  Book  has 
“ determined  me  never  more  to  employ  him 
46  as  a Man- midwife.”  This  is  a proof  that 
many  women  are  indifcreetly  led  into  a 
pra&ice  incompatible  with  common  decen- 
cy ; and  I fincerely  hope,  her  example  will 
be  followed  by  every  woman  of  fenfe  and 
virtue ; and  that  every  married  man  will 
join  with  me  in  fuppreffing  a praftice  of  im- 
portance to  them,  to  their  wives,  their  chil- 
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dren,  and  even  to  the  prefervntion  of  the 
Empire:  for  the  first  mark  of  the  down- 
fall of  all  great  Empires  has  been  the  pro- 
fligacy of  the  women.  The  Reader  will 
therefore  mark  the  prefent  state  of  Bri- 
tain in  the  reign  cf  the  beft  of  Kings,  and 
the  moft  virtuous  of  Queens,  ; and  re- 
member too,  that  Mrs.  Kennon  received  his 
Majefry  into  the  world,  and  Mrs.  Draper 
the  prefent  Prince  of  Wales ; and  that 
Mrs.  Maddox  conftantly  went  to  Germany, 
to  attend  the  Princefs  of  Brunfwick ; and 
yet,  from  perfonal  knowledge  of  all  three,  I 
can  aver,  that  they  were  as  fimple,  honeft, 
good  fort  of  old  women , as  ever  were  em- 
ployed in  that  or  any  other  way  ; which 
proves,  that  capacity  is  not  a neceffary  qualifi- 
cation ; and  that  all  the  ledlure-readers, 

about 
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about  executing  what  God  has  ordained,  is 
mere  ufelefs  lumber.  Poor  mother  Eve  ! 
how  fee  is  to  be  pitied  when  flie  brought  Cain 
and  Abel  into  the  world  ! for  Adam 
would  have  been  afhamed  to  have  lent  her 
a hand.  She  was  left  ( though  the  world 
was  at  Jlahe)  to  young  Goody  Nature.  There 
were  then  neither  barbed  book-makers,  for- 
cep-fmiths,  nor  brain-boring  fciffar- cutlers ; 
and  yet,  if  poor  Eve  had  failed,  we  fhould 
have  had  neither  Hunters  nor  Fords  ; Adam 
would  have  become  a folitary  widower;  and 
mankind  would  have  been  confined  to  an 
individual,  becaufe  his  Creator  forgot  to 
have  willed  one  animal  more;  namely,  a 
Man-midwife. 


Ladies, 
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Ladies,  permit  me  to  touch  your  for  once. 
Be  allured  it  is  infinitely  a mote  decent  and 
important  touch  than  that  of  a Man -mid- 
wife. Let  me  tell  you  the  caufe  of  your 
hulbands’  neglect  and  their  infidelity  : your 
perfons  are  rendered  obnoxious  by  the  injury 
of  iron  inftruments,  which  are  always  ufed 
by  men,  never  by  women  ; and  how  can 
you  expeft  to  be  deemed  either  model!:,  or 
even  decent,  to  admit  the  ufe  of  the  fame 
inftrument  covered  with  leather , which  has 
been  employed  to  the  fame  purpofe  a thou- 
fand  and  a thoufand  times  ? perhaps  to  un- 
clean and  diftempered  perfons  ? But  enough 
has  been  faid,I  am  perfuaded,  to  have  fufficient 
weight  with  every  woman  of  fenfe,  virtue. 
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or  mode  fly,  or  much  more  might : for, 
when  I aflted  the  late  Dr.  Hill’s  opinion  on 
this  Book,  he  replied  (though  himfelf  a 
Man- midwife),  u he  could  have  furnifhed 
“ me  with  ten  times  better  matter.” 

Every  thing  in  this  kingdom  is  now  be- 
come either  an  art  or  a fete  nee.  I remember 
feeing,  in  Oxford-Road,  a board,  which  in- 
formed the  publick,  in  golden  letters , that 
the  owner  of  it  was  Night-man  to  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince fs  Dowager  of 
Wales ; and  I have  lately  heard  of  a Leg- 
maker  to  her  Royal  Grandfbn.  Perhaps, 
too,  the  time  is  not  far  off,  when  men  will 
offer  their  fervices  to  attend  ladies  to  their 
ckatft  f iercee ; for  the  truth  is,  it  is  full  as 
neceflary,  as  to  attend  them  in  any  other 
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labour . God  gave  the  fame  faculties  to  a 
woman  in  labour  as  he  has  given  to  mankind, 
for  every  other  natural  evacuation  ; yet 
there  may,  once  in  an  hundred  thoufand  times 
perhaps,  require  fome  affiftance  in  both  cafes. 


When  old  Captain  Bodens’s  French  va- 
let, Francois,  gave  him  notice  to  provide 
another  fervant ; Bodens,  concerned  and  fur- 
prifed,  afked  him,  66  Why  he  chofe  to  leave 
44  a mailer  who  had  been  upon  all  occafions 
44  fo  kind  and  partial  to  him  ?”  66  C'ejl  vrai ,” 
replied  Francois,  44  vous  avez  ite  un  ires  bon 
44  malt  re,  mais  je  n aime  pas  (Taller  avec 
44  Monjieur  an privee”  46  Why  that,  to  be 
44  fure,  is  a difagreeable  piece  of  bufinefs  to 
44  both,”  replied  the  Captain  ; 44  but  you 
44  know,  Francois,  1 am  too  fat  to  do  it 
y 44  my f elf ; 
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cc  tnyfclf ; and  it  was  not  only  a bargain , but 
tc  I give  you  two  guineas  a year  extraordi- 
“ nary  for  fuch  particular  ajjijlance”  iC  Out , 
“ Monjieur , c’^/7  vraz\  mats  pour  Madame 
u maitreJJ'e , maize  le  meins 

cc  tnarche  — for  /fon?  it  feems  lay  fore ; 
and  then  this  fee  ret  came  out,  though  it  was 
very  evident,  that  Madam  Bodens  was  not  a 
whit  behind  hand  with  Monfeur  Jon  mart  in 
£72  bonpoint , or  eminence  of  pofteriors.  This 
touching  bufmefs  foon  reconciled  old  Bodens 
to  the  lofs  of  his  favourite  fervant ; and  I 

am  difpofed  to  believe,  that  all  men  of  fenle, 

/ 

and  all  women  of  modefiy  and  virtue,  who 
perufe  thefe  fleets,  and  feriouily  confder 
the  contents  of  them,  wTill  find,  that  Ma- 
dam Bodens  food  in  more  need  of  a male 
operator , than  any  woman  either  before,  at, 
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or  after  Labour : nay,  that  her  conduct  was 
more  excufable,  more  decent,  and  more  ne- 
ceffary,  than  the  attendance  of  men  in  child- 
labour  ; and,  as  I have  faid  above,  I again 
repeat  it,  that  there  are,  in  this  kingdom, 
thoufands  of  cuckolds,  unknown  to  be  fo, 
even  to  their  fimple,  deluded,  and  abufed 
wives. 


In  fnort,  I fpeak  the  fentiments  of  all 
fenfible  men,  when  I declare,  I attribute 
the  profligacy  of  the  women  of  the  prefent 
age,  to  the  practices  of  Man-midwives; 
and  pronounce  every  woman,  who  permits 
the  vifits  of  a male  touching  operator^  during 
her  pregnancy,  unworthy  of  the  afFe&ion 
or  regard  of  her  hufband  ; and  every  one 
who  admits  them,  even  in  the  hour  of 
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labour,  not  worthy  of  his  future  embraces, 
or  worth  thofe  of  any  other  man ; and 
that  it  is  the  very  worjl  of  all  profit ution , 
and  will  foon  extinguifh  even  the  practice  of 
matrimony,  except  among  that  clafs  of  peo- 
ple who  poffefs  neither  fenfe  nor  fentimerif. 

That  thefe  gentleman  touchers , are  touched 
and  alarmed,  at  the  truths  this  Book  con- 
tains, is  evident ; for  no  fconer  had  its  re- 
publication  been  announced  in  the  Papers, 
than  they  honoured  me  with  a caricature.  But 
as  all  the  print-fhops  refufed  to  exhibit  it, 
and  the  man  whole  name  they  put  to  the 
plate  inftantly  caufed  it  to  be  obliterated, 
I take  this  means  of  informing:  them,  that 
if  they  will  fend  the  plate  to  me,  I will 
add  it  to  the  fourth  edition  of  this  work  : I 
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fay  the  fourth  edition,  for  I am  convinced 
this  third  will  be  foon  out  of  print.  Every 
Man-midwife  in  town  and  country  will  have 

ar 

curiofity  to  fee  the  Toucher  Touched ; and  if 
I miftake  not,  many  a woman,  and  every 
huiband,  will  be  touched  to  the  quick,  when 
they  fee  how  fhamefully  they  have  fubmitted 
to  a practice  fo  unneceffary,  fo  dangerous, 
fo  injurious  to  their  perfons,  and  fo  unbe- 
coming a woman  of  modefty ; for  I again 
repeat  this  truth,  that  there  are  in  this  king- 
dom many  thoufand  cuckolds  unknown  to 
be  fo,  even  to  their  wives  ; if,  as  S niel- 
li e direfts,  c-  the  breech  of  the  woman  is  to  be 
‘ c turned  to  the  fde  of  the  bed  for  delivery , 
<c  and  the  Midwife  lined  down  behind  her , 
46  with  a Jhcet  thrown  over  both  parties as 
he  diredls,  that  the  pra&itioner  may  ufe  his 
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blades  of  nine  inches  dimenfions,  “ unknown 
“ to  the  woman  her f elf  and  to  all  perfom  pre - 
“ fent  in  the  room:”  then,  I fay,  he  may 
make  ufe  of  practices  at  fuch  times,  too  grofs 
to  mention,  unknown  alfo  to  the  woman  her- 
felf,  or  to  any  other  perfon  in  the  fame 
room ; and  thofe,  who  know  mankind  and 
human  nature  beft,  will  be  beft  able  to  make 
up  their  minds  upon  fuch  pradlices.  To 
talk  of  the  particular  time  or  fituation  of  a 
woman  under  labour-pains  is  mere  nonfenfe. 
The  intervals  between  thofe  efforts  of  Na- 
ture, are  ordained  by  God,  to  be  minutes  of 
exquifite  tranquillity  and  delight,  as  every 
perfon  knows,  who  has  juft  been  delivered 
from  the  pains  of  the  gout,  the  flone,  or 
colic;  and  what  woman  would  dare,  even 
if  (lie  fufpe£ted  any  fuch  fmijler  tranfaklions 

of 
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or  her  accoucheur , during  thole  intervals,  ei- 
ther to  charge  him  with  it,  or  to  tell  her 
hufband  fhe  fufpecled  it  ? not  one. — Con- 
fcious  of  the  impropriety  of  putting  a man 
and  herfeif  in  fo  fhameful  a fituation,  fhe 
would  not  dare  to  charge  the  firft,  or  tell  the 
latter.  The  practitioners  know  thefe  truths  ; 
and  that  they  have  a material  evidence,  net 
an  accufer,  in  their  favour,  fuch  as  thofe 
Ipfwich  ladies,  who  attended  the  trial  of 
rny  ravijhing  friend  at  St.  Edmutid’s-Bury, 
who,  touched  into  tendernefs  for  his  perfonal 
fafety,  went  by  coach-fulls  to  fw.ear,  that 
he  had  often  laid  them , without  lying  with 
them ! fhould  not  the  oath  have  been,  to  the 
bejl  of  their  knowledge?  For  certainly  the 
fheet-feene , like  the  Jcreen-fccne  in  the  School 
tor  Scandal,  if  thrown  a fide,  might  occafion 

a little 
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a little  embaraffment  to  both  parties.  The 
truth  is,  the  t ran  factions  between  Men- 
midwives  and  married  women  are  fuch, 
even  when  conduced  in  the  moft  decent 
manner  poffible,  that  no  woman  ever 
did,  or  durft,  relate  them  to  her  huf- 
band.  The  women  repofe  fecrets  in  their 
Midwife’s  hands,  which  they  are  mutually 
interefted  never  to  reveal ; and  a Man-mid- 
wife mull  be  fomething  more  or  lefs  than 
man,  if  he  does  not  often  avail  himfelf  of 
being  made  the  keeper  cf  his  patient's  con - 
fcience . Let  any  man  place  himfelf  in  fuch 
a fituation  with  a fine  woman,  and,  uniefs 
he  be  a Parfon , or  a Confe(]ional  Prieji , I afk, 
whether  he  would  not  be  tempted  to  apply 
the  nnguentum  amoris  to  his  patient  or  peni- 
tent ? 


When 
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When  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain  afked 
the  Jefuits,  44  How  they  could  bear  to  hear 
44  the  confeffion  of  fo  many  fine  women,  and 
“ refill  their  charms they  told  his  Ma- 
jefty,  44  They  carried  with  them  to  the 
44  Confeffionals  a certain  plant , which  al- 
44  ways  protected  them  from  the  danger  of 
4 4 uncle  annefs And  when  the  King  re- 
quired the  name  of  that  extraordinary  plants 
they  informed  him,  44  That  it  was  called, 
44  the  fear  of  God.'9  But,  as  that  is  rather  a 
fcarce  article  in  moft  countries,  I hope  to 
introduce  a cheaper  and  more  efficacious  me- 
dicine in  Britain,  namely,  the  spirit  of 

MAN,  GRAFTED  UPON  SENSE  AND  REASON, 
AND  REFINED  BY  WOMEN  OF  MODESTY 
AND  VIRTUE. 


■* 


Juft 
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Juft  as  I was  finifhing  the  laft  flieet  of 
this  Pamphlet,  a gentleman’s  fervant  left 
with  my  Publifher  the  following  Letter,  Y 
addreffed  to  me. 


“ Nov,  2 6. 

Ci  IF  Mr.  T — can  make  any  ufe 

li  of  the  inclofed  print,  It  is  much  at  his 
ct  fervice,  from  one  who  wifties  fuccefs  to 
“ his  laudable  endeavour  to  guard  and  pre- 
“ ferve  female  modefty  and  chaftity ; and 
ie  who  thinks,  if  the  inclofed  letter  was 
u re-printed,  it  would  be  no  unworthy  addi- 
“ tion  to  Mr.  T’s  Pamphlet. 


« S.  R ” 

/ / / ,/  ^ 


"—^7^7  Mr. 

'.jL  ufes 


/ 
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Mr.  T — returns  S.  R.  his  thanks, 

and  is  happy  to  re-print  a Letter  fo  truly 
chara&eriftic  of  the  folly  and  vices  of  the 
times. 

The  print  is  fomewhat  limilar  to  that 
which  is  here  annexed,  bur  finely  engraved, 
and  well- coloured.  It  was  publilhed  in  the 
year  1773,  by  S.  Hooper,  N°  25,  Ludgate- 
Hill.  The  Letter  was  printed  in  the  Lon- 
don Evening-Poft,  perhaps  about  the  fame 
time,  and  is  copied  here  verbatim : 


“TO 
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“TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE 
“LONDON  EVENING-POST. 

€i  S I R, 

tc  I AM  lately  married  to  a young  lady, 
as  you  and  your  brother  News-writers  have 
very  juftly  faid,  of  beauty  and  fortune , and 
who  pojfcfes  every  accompUJhment  necejfary  to 
make  the  marriage-JIate  happy ; and,  what  I 
thought  no  fmall  accomplifhment  among  the 
reft,  (he  was  never  in  London  any  more  than 
myfelf,  before  I made  her  my  wife.  We 
have  been  married  but  four  months,  and  you 
fee  I date  my  letter  from  Grofvenor-ftreet. 
However,  if  I can  perfuade  her  to  go  back 
into  Worcefterfhire  again,  all  may  be  well; 
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for  I believe  there  is  no  harm  done  yet, 
though,  I think,  fhe  will  have  had  an  efcape, 
and  I fhall  be  relieved  from  many  a fweat 
for  my  fore-head. 

“ I am  not  naturally  jealous,  nor  did  fhe 
ever  give  me  the  lead  room  for  any  jealoufy 
till  lately.  I was  going  one  morning  up  to 
her  d re  fling- room,  to  afk  her,  “ If  fhe 
would  walk  in  the  Park  I over-heard 
her  flay,  “ It  is  impofiible,  Mr.  Baltazar, 
to ‘day  ; but  to-morrow  Mr.  Oakly  will  be 
out  all  the  morning,  and  I will  expefl:  you 
at  twelve  precifely.”  “ Blefsme  !”  thought 
I,  “ what,  an  aflignation  with  a man  in  her 
dreffing-room !”  and  immediately  a good 
{mart  young  fellow  tripped  by  me  down 
flairs.  I took  no  notice  of  him ; but  I 

haftened 
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liaftened  to  my  wife.  “ Who,”  fays  I,  with 
much  confufion,  44  was  the  perfon  that  left 
you  juft  now  r”  44  Nobody,  my  dear,”  fays 
(he,  44  but  the  hair-drefler and  fhe  faid  it 
with  fo  much  unconcern,  that  it  confirmed  my 
fufpicioti;  and  I took  her  negligent  air  for  a 
proof  of  her  being  praftifed  in  this  bufinefs 
of  intrigue.  I then  took  her  haftily  by  the 
hand,  and  with  much  earneftnefs,  44  Don’t 
diftrefs  me,  Mrs.  Oakly,”  faid  I,  46  tell  me 
who  that  perfon  was  that  you  have  made  an 
appointment  with  to-morrow  at  twelve?” — 
44  Why,  with  Mr.  Baltazar,  the  hair-drefler; 
you  know  you  are  to  be  out  to-morrow,  and 
I ordered  him  to  come  then,  that  he  might 
not  prevent  my  going  out  with  you  to-day.” 
14  What !”  faid  I,  44  would  you  have  a man 
to  drefs  your  hair,  Mrs.  Oakly  ? you,  who 

H 3 would 
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would  not  let  me  fee  you  put  on  your  cap  till 
within  this  week  !”  “ Why,  my  dear,”  fays 
{he,  66  I defired  Lady  Mid-night  to  recom- 
mend me  to  her  tire-woman  ; and  fhe  fmiled, 
and  told  me,  6 No  woman  could  drefs  hair 
fit  to  be  feen.  Baltazar,  who  did  her  bufi- 
nefs,  was  employed  by  all  the  ladies  of  fafhion, 
and  was  the  only  man  in  his  way  you  know, 
my  dear,  if  one  lives  in  London  one  would 
do  the  fame  as  other  people.”  I dropped  the 
converfation,  and  we  fallied  forth  towards  the 
Park;  but,  I own,  I could  not  help  rumi- 
nating on  her  parting  fo  readily  with  that  re- 
markable delicacy  which  I had  ever  admired 
her  for,  out  of  compliance  with  fashion. 

I don’t  believe  the  affair  of  Baltazar 
kept  me  at  home;  but  I own  I found 


no 
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no  inclination  to  keep  my  engagement 
the  next  morning ; and  as  my  flaying 
,away  would  be  no  great  difappointment 
to  my  party,  I determined  not  to  ftir  out. 
About  eleven  o’clock  a fervant  comes 
into  the  room,  and  alked  for  his  miftrefs, 
faying,  “ There  was  a perfon  come  to  wait 
upon  her.”  She  over-heard  the  fervant,  and 
ordered  him  to  fend  the  young  man  up  flairs. 
“ Blefs  me,”  thinks  I,  “ this  male  hair- 
dreffer  is  in  a great  hurry  to  wait  upon  her, 
when  he  comes  an  hour  before  he  is  or- 
dered.” I felt  a curiofity  to  talk  with  this 
frijfeur ; and,  to  fay  the  truth,  my  curiofity 
was,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  to  fee  him  firft 
through  the  key-hole.  Accordingly  I foon 
applied  my  eyes  to  the  place  of  obfervation  ; 
and,  to  my  furprize  and  mortification,  faw 
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Mr.  Baltazar,  as  I imagined,  down  upon  his 
knees  before  my  wife,  holding  her  right 
foot,  with  the  fhoe  off,  elevated  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  ground,  and  prefling  it 
feemingly  with  great  earneftnefs  between 
both  his  hands,  fo  as  to  convince  me  that  he 
was  going  to  Ihew  the  ardour  of  his  paflion  by 
killing  her  ladylhip’s  toe,  if  I was  not  to 
make  my  appearance.  This  I immediately 
did,  to  the  great  furprize  of  the  happy  pair; 
for  Mrs.  Oakly  gave  a violent  fhout  at  my 
entrance,  and  cried  out,  “ Blefs  me ! my 
dear,  I thought  you  had  been  out ! was  you 
not  engaged?”  And  my  haplefs  rival,  at 
the  fame  time,  dropped  her  foot,  rofe  up, 
and  made  me  a moft  refpedful  bow.  46  Oh  ! 
your  fervant,  Mr.  Baltazar,”  faid  I ; “ I 
perceive  your  bufinefs  is  rather  to  adorn  my 
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head  than  my  wife’s.” — Baltazar !”  fays 
Mrs.  Oaklv  ; — “ this,  my  dear,  is  Mr. 
Upper-leather,  the  fhoe- maker; — go  on 
with  your  meafure,”  fays  fhe,  “ Mr.  Upper- 
leather,  for  I expect  Mr.  Baltaznr  every  mi- 
nute ; but,  my  dear  Mr.  Oakly,  as  I find 
you  are  at  home,  I’ll  not  have  my  hair 
drefled  to-day,  if  you  think  of  our  walk  in 
the  Park.” — I was  glad  to  find  my  furprize 
was  not  perceived  by  her,  and  agreed  that 
we  fhould  walk  to  prevent  my  difcovering  it, 
if  I was  to  enter  into  any  difcourfe;  and  I 
left  the  room  on  pretence  of  fetching  my  hat 
and  cane. 

A few  days  after  this  I had  another  fweat. 
I had  one  morning  juft  placed  my  faithful 
mefienger  at  the  key-hole  of  Mrs.  Oakly’s 

d re  fling- 
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dreffing-room ; for  thefe  he-creatures  that  ran 
fo  familiarly  about  my  houfe  had  made  fuch 
an  impreflion  upon  me,  that  I never  came 
into  her  prefence  without  this  method  of 
enquiring  firft,  whether  I was  impertinent 
or  not.  I found  this  morning  another  Bal- 
tazar  along  with  Madam,  who  could  not 
pretend  to  be  either  hair-dreffer  or  (hoe- 
maker.  She  was  (landing  before  him  with- 
out her  gown,  and  with  her  neck  quite 
bare  ; he  appeared  to  me  as  if  he  was  admir- 
ing the  charms  which  prefented  themfelves 
to  his  view ; though  I muft  confefs  not  as 
a lover,  but  with  the  cool,  curious  eye  of  a 
dealer  in  female  (laves.  As  they  flood,  I 
confidered  her  as  a fair  Circadian,  paffing  an 
examination  for  fale ; and  that  he  was  fur- 
veying  the  premifes,  marking  the  air  and 
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mien,  the  fymmetry  and  proportion  of  litnbs, 
to  fee  whether  fhe  would  be  worth  his  mo- 
ney. I could  not  refrain  from  laughing  at 
this  fight,  which  I could  not  comprehend 
the  meaning  of,  though  I felt,  at  the  fame 
time,  a degree  of  anger  and  uneafinefs.  I 
was  angry  to  fee  this  Cimon,  who  feemed 
young,  and  in  good  cafe,  though  a French- 
man, fo  dull  and  infenfible  to  charms  which 
fet  me  all  on  fire  at  the  fight,  though  (he  was 
my  wife  ; and  I was  uneafy  to  find  Mrs.  Oakly 
could  expofe  herfelf  without  a blufh,  even  to 
fuch  a Cimon,  whatever  might  be  his  bufinefs. 
I opened  the  door,  and  “ what,  drefling  or 
undrefling,”  fays  I,  “ my  dear ! and  has 
Lady  Mid-night  recommended  this  Monfieur 
to  you  for  a lady’s  maid  ?”  But  juft  as  I had 
faid  this,  I difcovered  the  meafure  in  his  hand, 

and, 
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and,  by  the  piece  of  filk  which  I faw  upon 
the  table,  I found  that  honeft  Mrs.  Flounce, 
the  mantua-maker,  was  not  fo  good  at  a 
lady’s  fhape  as  one  of  our  fex. 


My  next  alarm  was  fomewhat  more  afFe fl- 
ing than  this.  A few  mornings  after,  I faw 
a fourth  gentleman  in  great  familiarity  with 

O «-J  J 


my  dear  tormentor.  Ke  pulled  off  her 
gown  ; fhe  then  fu tiered  him  to  pull  off  her 
handkerchief,  which  he  feemed  to  me  to  do 
with  great  eagernefs.  I thought  I perceived 
the  dog’s  eyes  at  what  he  faw  flafh  with  fire  ; 
he  direflly  went  behind  her,  and  with  much 


hafle  began  to  unlace  her  flays,  which  he 
performed  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  I could 
not  doubt  he  was  ufed  too  much  to  this  bufi- 
nefs.  When  I law  the  flays  off,  1 was  fat  if- 
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fied,  and  could  not  wait  to  fee  what  was  to 
be  done  next.  In  I go  ; and  46  Pray,”  lays  I, 
44  my  dear,  is  this  Lady  Midnight’s  man- 
milliner  ? and  is  he  roing  to  try  on  your 
new  fhifts  ? In  the  name  of  decency,  what  are 
you  both  about  ? Upon  my  honour  I blufh 
for  you,  my  dear.”  44  Blufh  for  me,  Mr.  Oak  - 
ly  ! pray,  is  there  any  harm  in  having  my 
new  frays  tried  on  ?”  44  No  harm”  fays  I, 

44  perhaps,  but  much  indehcacy  by  any  man 
but  your  hujbafid 44  Lord,  Sir!”  fays 
Monfieur  Tagg,  with  a fneering  fmile,  46  I 
lace  and  unlace  ladies  of  the  firfl  fafhion 
every  day  of  my  life,  and  unmarried  ladies 
too.”  44  Very  likely  to,”  fays  3,  44  Mr. 
Tagg ; and  I believe  you  are  often  forced  to 
change  their  flays  for  jumps;  but  go  on 
with  your  bufinefs ; I afk  your  pardon,”  fays 
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I,  “ my  dear,  for  interrupting  you;”  and 
I left  the  room. 

But  all  that  has  hitherto  pafted  does  not, 
in  any  degree,  equal  what  I am  going  to  re- 
late. Goats  and  monkies ! I could  almoft 
fwear  to  part  beds,  when  I think  of  what 
my  wife  endured  from  the  jlfth  man  that 
made  his  appearance  in  her  dreffing-room. 
In  my  curious  peeping,  as  ufual,  I faw  a male 
figure  on  the  couch  with  Mrs.  Oakly,  whom 
I could  not  confider  as  frifeur , foe- maker, 
mantua-maker , or  fay-maker . He  had  her  not 
by  the  foot ; he  had  not  ftripped  off  her  gown  ; 
nor  was  fhe  without  her  ftays ; he  was  more 
modeft  than  the  former  male-attendantson  her, 
and  yet  lefs  modeft.  I faw  him — I faw  him— 
in  ftiort,  I was  convinced  my  rival  was  in 
the  room  with  her ; and  I could  not  reft  a 

moment 
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moment  till  I took  the  villain  by  the  throat. 
Upon  endeavouring  to  open  the  door,  1 found 
it  was  locked.  This,  and  the  blufh  which  I 
had  feen  on  her  cheek  for  the  iirft  time,  the 
low  voice  in  which  they  both  talked,  added 
to  the  couch  fcene,  determined  me  to  break 
open  the  door.  My  foot,  applied  to  the  pan- 
nel,  foon  gave  me  admiffion  into  the  room. 
You  will,  perhaps,  be  at  a lofs  to  figure  to 
yourfelf  the  appearance  of  all  three  at  my 
entrance.  Mrs.  Oakly  fcreamed  out,  and 
fell  back,  quite  pale,  upon  the  couch ; my 
rival  flarted  up,  and  looked  as  red  a sa  turkey- 
cock  ; and  I,  by  turns,  appeared  as  white  as 
the  one,  and  as  red  as  the  other.  I rung  the 
bell  for  a maid  to  look  to  her  miflrefs,  who 
lay  in  a fwoon  on  the  couch,  and  I carried 
the  gentleman  down  flairs,  to  fatisfy  me 

about 
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about  what  had,  or  what  had  like  to  have 
parted.  I foon  found  that  the  gentleman 
I had  treated  fo  roughly  had  a died  in  his 
profeffion  as  a Midwife,  having  been  fent  for 
by  Mrs.  Oakly,  on  a fufpicion  of  her  being 
with  child.  I was  forry  that  I had  expofed 
myfelf ; but  1 own  I was  very  happy  that  I 
was  not  in  the  right,  and  that  my  wife  was 
not  in  the  wrong. 

46  I have  fent  you  this  fimple  narrative 
about  a fimple  country  couple,  in  hopes  of 
inducing  feme  of  your  abler  correfpondents 
to  give  the  public  their  fentiments  on  this 
too  prevailing  pra&ice  of  employing  men  in 
thole  occupations  that,  modeftly  fpeaking, 
belong  to  women.  I will  not  fay,  that  what 
has  partied  has  made  me  conclude  harlhly 

about 
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about  my  wife’s  virtue  ; but  I mud  confefs 
(he  drefles  loofer  than  fine  ufed,  (he  fuffers 
greater  familiarities  from  impertinent  young 
coxcombs ; and  I don’t  look  upon  thofe 
charms  which  I ufed  to  dwell  with  rapture 
upon  as  entirely  my  own,  (ince  I have  en- 
joyed them  in  common  with  hair-drefiTers, 
(hoe-makers,  mantua-makers,  (lay-makers, 
and  men-midwives.  I will  go  fo  far  as  to 
own,  that  I do  not  fuffer  fo  much  in  the 
thought  of  my  wife’s  having  mifcarried  fmce 
the  lad-mentioned  furprize,  as  I fhould  have 
done  had  (he  never  feen  London, 

“ I am,  yours,  &c. 

“ JOHN  OAKLY.” 

If,  when  a certain  Ambaflador  from  Spain 
came  to  this  kingdom,  and  exprefled  hisfur- 
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prize  to  fee  both  fexes  admitted  to  fit  in  the 
fame  pew,  even  in  the  Houfe  of  God  ; how 
great  muft  have  been  his  aftonifhment,  when 
he  was  told,  that  in  London,  more  than  a 
thoufand  men  of  all  ages  are  daily  admitted 
to  tete  a tete  vifits  with  the  fined:  and,  till  of 
late  years,  the  moft  virtuous  and  modeft 
women  in  the  world ! and  permitted  too,  by 
the  hulbands  of  thofe  ladies,  to  lock  them- 
felves  in  their  wives  bed-chambers,  in  order 
to  examine  their  breafts,  and  touch  their  per- 
lons  ! and  for  no  other  reafon  but  to  enable 
them  to  tell  their  Ample  hufbands,  that  fome- 
how  or  other , either  by  hook  or  by  crook , 
they  are  breeding ! and  that,  fix  months 
afterwards,  the  very  fame  man,  or  his  partner, 
is  to  deliver  them  by  hook  and  by  crook  of 
the  very  child  they  had found  on  the  former 
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examination  ! Can  Englffhmen  read  and 
confider  this  bufinefs  with  indifference  ? Can 
Englilh  women  encourage  it  without  level- 
ling all  the  fex  to  an  worfe  than  com^ 
mon  proftitution  ? To  prevent  it,  therefore, 
as  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  they  (hall  hear 
the  plain  truth;  nor  Ih all  they  dare  to 
talk  of  indecent  or  grofs  language,  when  it 
is  uled  to  reclaim  women  from  practices  of 
the  grofleft  and  mod  fhameful  a cl  ions . I 
therefore  repeat  it  again,  and  again,  that  their 
perfons  are,  by  the  ufe  of  iron  inffruments, 
as  conftantly  uled  as  carefully  concealed, 
rendered  not  only  difguffful,  but  obnoxious. 
4‘  D — n you,”  faid  Ned  Y — g,  of  Salifbury, 
to  a beautiful  widow  whom  he  married  in 
his  old  age,  “ your  face  is  like  an  angel, 

**  but  your  perfon  is  like  a and  abfo- 
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lutely  refufed  to  live  with  hen  Perhaps  too, 
I may  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  probability, 
if  I impute  the  alarming  progrefs  a cer- 
tain crime , too  deteftable  to  be  named,  has 
made  in  this  kingdom  fince  Man- midwifery 
has  become  fo  general.  But  tell  me,  Ladies, 
I will  bring  the  matter  home  to  your  own 
fair  bofoms ; tell  me,  how  you  would  like  to 
have  an  elegant  young  Tire-women  attend 
daily  to  drefs  your  hufbands’  hair  ? And  yet 
you  are  fo  fimple  as  to  expedt  their  love  and 
fidelity,  after  you  have  expofed  your  heads, 
and  tails  too,  to  fafhion,  folly,  and  fhame : 
and  wounded  the  feelings  of  the  man  who 
loved  you,  fo  as  never  to  be  perfectly  reco- 
vered. I am  however  willing  to  believe,  that 
many  modeft  and  virtuous  women  have  been 
led  into  thefie  errors  by  the  more  experienced 

dames ; 


\ 
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dames  ; but  I will  pronounce  the  woman,  who 
reads  thefe  Jheets , to  be  unworthy  of  her 
buJbancTs  love , if  afterwards , fhe  admits  any 
other  affiftance  in  labour  but  thofe  of  her  own 
fex,  unlefs  the  Female- midwife  abfolutely 
declares  her  own  inability.  It  has  been  faid 
by  many  women,  and  probably  will  be  laid 

again,  u That  Mr.  T writ  a book 

“ againft  the  women but  let  me  allure 
them,  the  real  tendency  of  this  Book  is  to 
(hew  a proper  regard  to  their  honour,  their 
persons,  their  lives,  their  health,  and 
their  domestic  happiness. 

THE  END, 


AND  THE  END  TOO  OF  MAN-MIDWIFERY, 


The  Writer  knows  that  a reverend 
Editor  has  been  bribed  to  abufe  him.  He 
began  his  career  twenty  years  ago,  in  abufing 
the  Writer,  and  he  is  welcome  to  finifh  it  ill 
the  infamous  line  he  has  long  lived  by. 


ERRATUM. 


Page  28.  for  Jew  ladies  read  Gypfey  ladies 


Thickneffe’s  Memoirs,  in  2 vols.  10  s.  6 d. 
Mrs.  ThickneiTe’s  Sketches  of  the  Lives  and 
Writings  of  the  Ladies  of  France,  in 
3 vols.  10  s.  6 d. 

The  Valetudinarian’s  Bath  Guide,  2 s.  6 d. 
Sketches  of  the  Life  and  Paintings  of  Gainf* 
borough. 

* 

Farther  Account  of  Abbe  Monk’s  Medicine. 
The  Art  of  Decyphering,  and  Writing  in 
Cypher,  by  Mr.  Thick nefle  ; 

Are  to  be  had  as  above. 


